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Welcome from the Director
Educating future leaders in the disability field is a key mission of the Department of Disability and Human Development (DHD) and its Institute on Disability and Human Development (IDHD). This newsletter issue features our masters and doctoral graduate

academic programs and our students and alumni. Since our department and academic programs’ inception in 1997 we have grown to 91 graduate students who hail from over

11 countries. They are a diverse group of students with backgrounds from many different disciplines spanning the social sciences, humanities, and health fields. Over one third of the masters and doctoral students have a disability and many others have experience working  with people with disabilities. Our graduates are finding careers ranging from academic appointments in the burgeoning field of Disability Studies, to leadership positions in social service and governmental agencies, to advocacy positions internationally.

The UIC interdisciplinary doctorate program in Disability Studies was the first PhD program in Disability Studies in the US. Disability Studies is a growing field indicated by the proliferation of programs. In North America there are now nearly 30 Disability Studies programs, including undergraduate and graduate education degrees, and certificate programs that are concentrations or minors in Disability Studies. With the growing interest in Disability Studies and the proliferation of programs we expect a continuing demand for our students when they graduate.

Another growing area of need is rehabilitation technology. With continual advances in technology to help people with disabilities live more independently in the community, there is a demand for professionals with expertise in assistive technologies that can aid people with disabilities and their families. We offer both a certificate program and masters program in rehabilitation technology. Next Fall we plan to offer our first distance learning course in assistive technology. We are proud of our students and alumni who are shaping the field of disabilities and working to improve the lives of people with disabilities. 

Sincerely,

Tamar Heller, PhD
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Master of Science in Disability and Human Development
The Master of Science program offers a unique interdisciplinary course of study to a diverse group of students from all over the world. It is noted for its dedication to the study of disability across the lifespan with the central goal of promoting self-determination and community participation of people with disabilities in society. The program prepares leaders in community-based and governmental agencies, advocates in the Disability Rights Movement, and  disability scholars at the university level. Students can focus their studies and research in one of five areas, with substantial program flexibility in each:

· Disability Ethics considers bioethics within the framework of disability studies, critiquing and expanding current approaches in ethics practice, research, and conceptual analysis.

· Disability Studies and Social Policy focuses on understanding disability phenomena and policy in the context of social practices and cultural values about human differences.

· Health Promotion addresses the health needs of persons with disabilities by viewing health as multi-dimensional, and optimal health as a worthy goal for all persons.

· Leadership and Organization focuses on practical management skills relevant to the disability non-profit organization, integrated with theories of disablement, historical and contemporary disability issues, and knowledge of state and national disability programs.

· Rehabilitation Technology employs coursework and field experience to expose students to the spectrum of devices in the assistive technology field and methodologies to evaluate their effectiveness. 

As members of a relatively young program, Disability and Human Development (DHD) students have quickly distinguished themselves within the field. Since the first graduating class in 2001, DHD graduates have won multiple awards for academic excellence, leadership, professional promise, and community service.

As featured in the New York Times and the Chronicle of Higher Education, the Department of Disability and Human Development (DHD) offers the nation’s first graduate degree program focused on the interdisciplinary study of disability. 
Director of Graduate Studies: Glenn T. Fujiura, PhD

For more information on the Master of Science in Disability and Human Development at UIC, please contact:

Maitha Abogado, Academic Coordinator

Phone: 312.413.1647

TTY: 312.413.0453

Email: maitha@uic.edu
www.ahs.uic.edu/dhd
The Disability Studies PhD Program at UIC
The PhD Program in Disability Studies at UIC is an interdisciplinary program that prepares scholars and researchers for leadership roles in the study of disability as a complex phenomenon. It is the first PhD program dedicated to Disability Studies in the United States and one of only a few in the world. With its interdisciplinary nature,

the program offers access to diverse faculty mentors and resources in the health fields,

the social sciences, and the humanities. Students in the program conduct research

across clinical, social, cultural, ethical, and policy perspectives. Faculty and students

examine how addressing disability in its full complexity can promote the full participation, self-determination, and equal citizenship of people with disabilities in

society.

Founded in 1998, the Disability Studies program is designed around two basic tenets. First, advanced graduate education should have a strong mentoring focus for students. Second, depth of knowledge and critical thinking skills are best developed through a flexible, individualized program tailored to the specific strengths, skills, and interests of the students.

The UIC program in Disability Studies also coordinates a thriving lecture series that regularly hosts scholars, artists and innovators working in the field. As a service both to the University and to the community, this series brings diverse speakers with a range of experience, a breadth of research, and an immense array of talent. The Lecture Series offers the opportunity to meet leading individuals in the field. Recently, the lecture series presented Claiming the Memoir by disability scholar and author Dr. Simi Linton, Without Apology, a film screening and discussion by Susan Hamovitch, Unspeakable. The life Story of Junius Wilson, by Susan Burch of Gallaudet University and Quality of Life: Who’s Got It? Who Knows?, a real-time video conference lecture with Ron Amundson of the University of Hawaii.
Director of Graduate Studies: Carol J. Gill, PhD

For more information on the Disability Studies Program at UIC, please contact:

Sarah Rothberger, MFA, Academic Coordinator

Phone: 312-996-1508

TTY: 312.996.1233

Email: sr22@uic.edu

www.ahs.uic.edu/dis
Assistive Technology Certificate Program
The Assistive Technology Certificate Program (ATCP) is a flexible packaging of 4 Assistive Technology courses taught at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). ATCP trains working professionals to deliver state of the art assistive technology clinical services to individuals with physical, cognitive, and/or sensory disabilities. ATCP instructors are faculty members in the Department of Disability and Human Development

(DHD), and group leaders within the Assistive Technology Unit (ATU). The ATU provides assistive technology services to approximately 500 individuals with disabilities in northeast Illinois each year.

Required and elective courses are chosen based on the interests of the students and represent most of the coursework comprising the Rehabilitation Technology track within the Master of Science program in Disability and Human Development. Classes can be taken individually or as part of the certificate program, and may also be applied to the MS program. Some distance learning options will be available in the Fall.

This highly flexible certificate program benefits all professionals serving individuals with assistive technology needs in the areas of Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Speech Language Pathology, Special Education, Engineering, and Vocational Rehabilitation.

Students need to complete four courses (two required and two elective):

· Introduction to Assistive Technology: Principles and Practice (DHD 440) - Required

· Adaptive Equipment Design and Fabrication (DHD 441) - Elective

· Assistive Technology for Literacy, Learning, & Participation in Pre-K through High School (DHD 444) - Elective

· Seating and Wheeled Mobility (DHD 552) - Elective

· Augmentative Communication Assessment (DHD 554) - Elective

· Computers, Communication and Controls in Rehabilitation Technology (DHD 551) - Required

For more information, or to apply for the Assistive Technology Certificate Program at UIC, please contact:

Maitha Abogado, Academic Coordinator

Phone: 312.413.1647

TTY: 312.413.0453

Email: maitha@uic.edu
www.uic.edu/orgs/idhd/atcp
Certificate Program in Disability Ethics
The Department of Disability and Human Development (DHD) and the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC) are partners in coordinating a Certificate Program in Disability Ethics. Traditional bioethics approaches are challenged when confronted by the complex issues surrounding disability. The Disability Ethics certificate addresses traditional bioethics frameworks within the context of Disability Studies, thus critiquing and expanding current approaches in ethics practice, research, and conceptual analysis. The program prepares individuals to be thoughtful about issues of disability ethics and to be good resources within their work environment. Allied health providers, nurses, physicians, counselors, educators, and students of public policy and disability studies can benefit from the knowledge gained in this program.

The two institutions collaborating in this endeavor--the Department of Disability and  Human Development (DHD) and the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC)--have international reputations in their respective areas. The required coursework consists of four 3-credit hour DHD courses, taken sequentially over four semesters, beginning in Fall:

· DHD 401- Foundations of Disability or an equivalent overview course

· DHD 514 - Ethical Issues in Disability 

· DHD 517 - Ethics and Disability: Contemporary Problems

· Elective - e.g., a qualitative research course, or an independent study, or an elective chosen in concert with the student's certificate advisor.

Students who complete the certificate will have earned 12 credit hours in graduate courses that can be applied to an advanced degree, if desired. Most courses are taught by a team of instructors from DHD and RIC, led by Carol J. Gill, PhD and Kristi Kirschner,

MD, the co-directors of the program. We are hoping to offer options for taking coursework online in the near future.

For more information, please contact:

Carol J. Gill, PhD

Associate Professor, Department of Disability and

Human Development

University of Illinois at Chicago (MC 626)

1640 West Roosevelt Road - Room 236

Chicago, IL 60608 U.S.A.

Phone: 312.3550550

TTY: 312.996.123

Fax: 312.996.0885

Email: cg16@uic.edu
Developing New Approaches for Family Research
My experiences in the Department of Disability and Human Development (DHD) have prepared me for a career dedicated to investigating new and innovative approaches to serving families and generating knowledge that is useful to them. Currently I am working on my dissertation examining the reciprocity of sibling relationships in families of people with disabilities. In this work, I am addressing several key aspects in research of families and people with disabilities, most notably the relative absence of the perspectives of people with disabilities on sibling relationships. What I’ve learned from my classes in Disability Studies is how to critically analyze mainstream framings of disability as deficit and tragedy which pervade research on siblings of people with disabilities by using innovative research strategies and methods that are accessible to people with disabilities.

DHD has provided me with the essential support that graduate students need while they are in school. My graduate assistantship, for instance, is part of a research study at the Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on Aging with Developmental Disabilities

(www.uic.edu/orgs/rrtcamr) that is investigating issues related to aging families of people with developmental disabilities. Many of these aging caregivers have identified siblings as having increased responsibility in the future, though siblings have not often been involved in the future planning process. In my case I was able to find an assistantship that overlapped significantly with my research interests.

I have also had many opportunities for scholarly presentations. I have presented at the American Association on Mental Retardation, the Society for Disability Studies, The Association for University Centers on Disabilities, The Arc of the United States, The Arc of Illinois, and the International Conference on Aging, Disability, and Independence.

I have also been working on revising The Future is Now!, a curriculum for families who are planning for the future. A big part of my work here at DHD is also networking with siblings of people with developmental disabilities. One outcome of the future planning research project we are doing is to develop a national constituency of sibling leaders; a group that we think will be a significant advocacy voice in the future alongside people with disabilities. Finally, I have three papers that I will be submitting this upcoming year;

two from the future planning project and one from a People First research project conducted at El Valor.

When doing research with and for people with disabilities, one thing I have learned is that class is just the beginning. To relay knowledge to people in the community so that members can use it takes a lot of effort outside the classroom. 

For more information, please contact:

John Kramer, MA, PhD candidate,

Disability Studies Program at UIC,

Email: jkrame3@uic.edu
On Finding Scholarly Voice at the UIC Ph.D. in Disability Studies Program
I joined the PhD Disability Studies Program at the University of Illinois at Chicago after completing advanced graduate training in art history at the University of Chicago. I have enjoyed classroom teaching in art history, humanities, cultural and communications studies, and studio art. I have also lectured nationally at conferences, such as the

Society for Disability Studies, and presented at The Museum of Contemporary Art in

Chicago.

Since becoming a member of the UIC Disability Studies community, I have been enriched by the knowledge, support, commitment, and most of all, by the abundant abilities of my diverse colleagues. My own research at UIC brings together my professional preparation as an art historian and my personal experience in living with physical disability and rehabilitation, with the emerging field of Disability Studies. I am currently in the final stages of writing a doctoral dissertation of enormous fascination to me— on Frida Kahlo, the celebrated Mexican artist of the first half of the 20th century who lived with disability for virtually her entire life.

At present, the greater body of the existing scholarship on Frida Kahlo explores her life through the lens of her relationship with her famous husband, the artist Diego Rivera. My dissertation, Before Diego: The Genesis of Frida Kahlo’s Voice on Disability Experience, focuses on Frida Kahlo’s life during her lesser-explored formative years before 1929 when she married Diego Rivera, with an eye towards discovering the origin of Frida Kahlo’s multidimensional voice on disability experience. Furthermore, the greater body of the existing scholarship on Frida Kahlo concentrates on what others have to say about her. In contrast, my work, based on documentary autobiographical writings and art, takes a look at what Frida Kahlo has to say about Frida Kahlo’s disability experience—in her own voice.

Central to my inquiry is the legacy of the lively letters that Frida Kahlo wrote to her first boyfriend, Alejandro (Alex) Gómez Arias. Frida Kahlo and Alejandro Gómez Arias were traveling together on September 17th, 1925, when, in a near-death accident, the fragile wooden street bus they were passengers on collided with a tram. The evidence of Frida Kahlo’s letters to Alex, beginning in 1922, and continuing through 1927, is enabling me to document Frida Kahlo’s voice on disability experience as it unfolds through various phases following the street bus accident and contributes in transforming her as an artist. I am delighted by the coincidence that my dissertation is appearing in conjunction with the July 6, 2007 centennial of Frida Kahlo’s birth.

As for future plans, there are myriad possibilities. My mind and spirit are so enriched by the UIC learning experience, and I look forward to contributing my acquired knowledge and love of teaching to the field of Disability Studies. In this capacity, I would welcome mentoring medical professionals, as well as future scholars and educators. I plan to continue trailblazing research in disability and art and on publishing my findings. Finally, I plan to honor a call to creativity as an artist. Disability Studies and Frida Kahlo are teaching me why I need to do this now. But that’s another story, for another time!

For more information, please contact:

Gail Werblood, PhD candidate, Disability Studies

Program at UIC

Email: gwerbl1@uic.edu
Disability Studies Applied: Bridging Academics with Self Advocacy
The Department of Disability and Human Development and the Disability Studies PhD program have been wonderful in providing students a chance to participate in research that is directed by people with disabilities and responsive to their needs and concerns. Currently, we are involved in a participatory action research (PAR) project with a grassroots organization of selfadvocates in our local community. This project has provided us, all of whom are students in the PhD program in Disability Studies, applicable hands-on experience in working with people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) to effect change in their lives.

This project began over a year ago with the class DIS 594: Disability and Community Participation: Policy, Systems Change, and Action Research, and is currently unfolding into a series of publishable papers to share with other professional researchers as well as a series of action products such as guides to prepare and run meetings, publish a newsletter and take action to be used directly by and for self-advocates who want more control over their organizations. These action products were developed in collaboration with the members and advisors in the self-advocacy group.  

As students, we have learned a lot along the way. First and foremost, we learned how to partner with a group of people with I/DD in the community and work with them to generate knowledge that was meaningful and relevant to them. For instance, one of the first things they wanted to do was to write a newsletter so that they could tell other people in the community about who they were and what they did. Our roles as participatory action researchers, then, were to develop the methods with them to write a newsletter using support. As a result, the group has already published two newsletters. Another goal for this project that the group and their advisors identified was to increase their capacity to take more ownership over their meetings and to have more control over participation and decision making. To do this, we used PAR principles of “action” and “reflection” to highlight the things that the self-advocates wanted to take more control of and to identify ways that support could be provided to best achieve that task.

Participatory action research is not something that comes easy; nor is it something that many PhD students in Disability Studies have the opportunity to try in a way that contributes to lasting change in the community. This project afforded us a rare opportunity to learn about how to employ PAR principles and to contribute to a fruitful partnership between the University and a community agency. We also learned what it means to involve community partners to the fullest extent possible in the research process.
Edurne Garcia-Iriarte, Jessica Kramer and John

Kramer, PhD Students in Disability Studies at UIC.

For more information, please contact:

Edurne at egarci3@uic.edu
Integrating Disability Studies into K-12 Education for All Learners

The knowledge and skills I gained in the Disability and Human Development (DHD) program at UIC significantly enhanced my role as an educator and instilled a desire to mentor professionals. I can say with confidence that I am a better teacher, ally for, and advocate with my students and am more informed as a team member. The program provided vital experience in problematizing how we have been conditioned to understand disability and how we can merge theory and practice for vital social change. I received innovative and extensive instruction in disability history, culture, technology, policy, theory, collaboration, research, and leadership. The professors are experts and leaders in the field, yet easily accessible outside the classroom.

As an educator of learners with labels of developmental disabilities and autism, I continuously seek out innovative ways to address the real-world expectations and situations my students face as a marginalized group in society. I have learned to integrate Disability Studies into their education and have created learning opportunities concerning barrier awareness, accessibility, diversity, language, disability history, advocacy, and empowerment.

In addition to enlightening my classroom curriculum, the DHD Master’s Program has proven to be instrumental in my outreach. I now guide others through workshops, consultation, and staff development, to think critically about issues that create or perpetuate, disablement and ableism. Some of my recent work includes: Disability Studies Advocacy and Empowerment; Disability Studies Integrating Positive Representations into Language Arts, Math, and Science; Celebrating Disability, Diverse Approaches and Positive Supports in the Public Library; and Beyond the Miracle Worker, Integrating Disability Studies into the Culture of Schools and Community Agencies. Further, I have presented on Disability Studies and education topics at state and national conferences such as the Illinois American Association on Mental Retardation, the Society for Disability Studies, and the American Educational Research Association.  
Presently, I am pursuing an EdD in Special Education through Illinois State University with a focus in curriculum, instruction, and professional development.  I am near completion of the Director of Special Education post-master’s certification and look forward to incorporating my Disability Studies perspective as a school administrator determined to advance conceptualizations of diversity in schools. Since completing the DHD Master’s Program, I have a new perspective to contribute to my involvement in local, state, and national issues regarding students with diverse abilities.

For more information, please contact:

Andrea Dinaro ( A.E.R.O. Special Education

Cooperative), at andreadinaro@hotmail.com
Disability Studies in Southeast Europe

As a PhD student in Disability Studies at the Department of Disability and Human Development, and as an employee of the Institute on Disability and Human Development (IDHD), I have had wonderful opportunities to apply for several grants and scholarships and have received considerable support for these endeavors. In December 2006 I started a

project entitled Disability Studies in Southeast Europe: A feasibility study on the need for a University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) in Serbia and Montenegro, supported by the Rosemary F. Dybwad International Fellowship program. The goal of the project was to investigate the disability related curriculums at universities in these two countries and examine what research has been done there in order to estimate the potential for establishing a UCEDD type program.  

Both of these countries have a history of communist regimes and considerable poverty. In the socialist or communist era, support systems for people with disabilities were mostly part of the socialist framework of the universal social welfare system. People with disabilities were largely hidden from public view.  

The end of communism in the last decade brought new challenges for these countries. They have been undergoing rapid and dramatic change, especially in the existing social policies, including disability policies and the status of people with disabilities. The change is two directional. On the one hand, severe economic and political crises led to increased unemployment which reduced opportunities for integration and participation of people with disabilities in society. On the other hand, an increased understanding of human rights and independent living concepts presented opportunities to increase participation of people with disabilities. Serbia and Montenegro are at present in a transitional process of joining the European Union.  New legal initiatives are being introduced at a high rate and political systems are transforming.  

Preliminary findings of the study show that Disability Studies courses are primarily introduced through Special Education and Rehabilitation courses and through the colleges of Psychology and Pedagogy. The academic trend is a formal shift from the science of Defectology to Special Education. The foundational teaching of Defectology heavily relied on the medical model of disability, portraying people with disabilities as defected and in need of a cure.  

The focus in academia and in research in both countries is on service provision and education of children with disabilities (including intellectual disabilities) and their integration into an inclusive school system. Almost nothing has been done at the academic and/or research level concerning adults with disabilities.  

The main barriers for establishing a UCEDD modeled program are the rigid higher education system, low understanding and readiness of university professors to explore a multidisciplinary approach in teaching, and lack of literature and access to on-line academic journals. Scholars expressed strong interest in establishing a core research team to develop new projects and organize Disability Studies courses.
For more information, please contact:

Vladimir Cuk, PhD student, Disability Studies

Program at UIC, Email: vcuk2@uic.edu
DHD Alumni and International Paralympic Committee

Thanks to the perspective and knowledge gained from the Disability Studies program at UIC, I have been able to develop a career internationally and in multiple areas. My initial interests were with physical activity and disability research but have steadily expanded into broader issues. These issues include advocating for human rights; increasing global awareness; and justifying the role of sport, including recreation and play, as a viable vehicle to reach international development objectives such as the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals. Since graduating from UIC in 2002, I have worked in Kosovo and Germany and have been responsible for relations with more than 160 nations. In my current position as Development Manager with the International Paralympic Committee, I have had incredible opportunities to interact with major international organizations such as the United Nations and to provide direct input on policies and programs. In addition, I had the honor and great pleasure to be present at the United Nations to witness the completion of the Convention on the Rights and Dignities of Persons with Disabilities. Following this significant moment in history, it is now critical that we all come together to see the ratification, implementation and monitoring of the Convention.

For more information, please contact:

Amy Farakas at: farkasamy@comcast.net
The Ashley Treatment
Feminist Response in Disability Activism (FRIDA) hosted a speakout with leading Chicago-area disability rights groups on the ethical issues raised by the case of Ashley X. Mary Kay Rizzolo, PhD, participated at the speakout on behalf of the IDHD. Highlights of the Institute’s statement include:

We are appalled by the “growth attenuation” treatment provided to Ashley. The medical treatment given to Ashley is an example of a medical practice that is an affront to her dignity. It is highly unethical to medically alter the physical growth of a human being in order to make it easier for caregivers and society to provide care for that person. Disability is not undignified. Nor is reproductive health offensive. There is no indignity in being a sexually mature adult with significant functional limitations.

Ashley’s parents are concerned about being able to meet her future caregiving needs. However, the future needs of any child depend on many factors — the medical, social and programmatic needs of the adult that Ashley will become cannot be anticipated with any certainty today. Her parents felt her growing body would become unmanageable. Yet there are alternatives to ease the comfort of caring for and transporting Ashley that should have been considered: hoyer lifts to transfer her safely, wheelchair positioning that can support her growing body. Problems that can be addressed through social and technological supports should not be solved through invasive modifications of one’s body. To read IDHD statement please visit www.idhd.org.
ADA Center Begins 16th Year of Service with a New Focus

The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) awarded a grant to the Department of Disability and Human Development at the University of Illinois at Chicago to continue operating the Regional ADA Center for the states of IL, IN, MI, MN, OH and WI. The new grant will result in a slight name change: the Center previously known as the Great Lakes ADA and Accessible IT Center will now be known as the DBTAC: Great Lakes ADA Center.  

There is a shift in focus for the Center which will continue to provide technical assistance and training on the ADA but will incorporate a research agenda into its mission. The main focus of the project’s activities will be on increasing the employment of persons with disabilities. The Center has enhanced its staff with the addition of Glenn Fujiura, PhD who will serve as Director of Research and Co-Principal Investigator. Robin Jones remains the Principal Investigator and Project Director. Robin has been with the Center since it’s inception in 1991. Additional collaborations within the Department will include working closely with the Center for Advocacy and Empowerment for Minorities with Disabilities under the direction of Fabricio Balcazar, PhD to develop an on-line tool for employers focused on the topic of cultural competency and disability. 

Other activities/initiatives to be carried out during the new grant cycle include:

Technical assistance and training focused on the following audiences:

· Employers and Human Resources Managers

· State and Local Government Human Resources

· Employment Programs for People with Disabilities

· Disabled Veterans Employment Programs

· Chambers of Commerce

· Business Leadership Networks

· Post Secondary Education Institutions/Students

· Hospitality Industry

· Hospital/Medical Community 

· State and Local Government Entities 

· Architects and Designers 

Special Initiatives wills include:

· Development of an on-line course on Title I of the ADA targeting HR managers in collaboration with Cornell University (Region II DBTAC)

· Collaboration with Walgreen’s Company employment initiative for people with disabilities to evaluate the effectiveness of their recent initiatives to improve access to employment for people with disabilities 

· Targeted training and technical assistance to a select group of post secondary institutions/ disability services offices and students related to knowledge and experience with technology and it’s applicability to successful employment upon graduation

· Targeted training and technical assistance/material dissemination through the National Restaurant Association/American Hotel & Lodging Association

For more information regarding the Center please visit

www.adagreatlakes.org or call 800-949-4232 V/TTY
Awards and Grants
· David Braddock, Professor Emeritus, was presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award by the American Public Health Association in November of 2006.

· Tamar Heller, Professor, was named Program Committee Chair of the Association of University Centers on Disability in December of 2006.

· The Association of University Centers on Disabilities awarded Mary Kay Rizzolo, Associate Director, IDHD, its 2006 Young Professional Award at its annual meeting, held in Washington, DC, in November of 2006.

· James Rimmer, Professor, was appointed Chair of the Disability Special Interest Group of the American Public Health Association in November of 2006.  
· Jennifer Rowland, Assistant Professor, was elected to a 2-year term as Secretary of the Disability Forum for the American Public Health Association in November of 2006.

· Helen Brown, Administrative Secretary, received a Service Recognition Award for her 40 years of service to UIC. She recently retired.  
· Vladimir Cuk, PhD student was awarded the Rosemary F. Dybwad International Fellowship Trust which allowed him to travel to Serbia and Montenegro, to research disability academic programs in those two countries.  
· Jennifer Gray-Stanley, PhD student in the School of Public Health and NCPAD staff member, also received the Rosemary F. Dybwad Grant to fund her research in the UK entitled: Identifying Staff Stress Management Best Practices Programs in Organizations Serving Individuals with ID/DD: A Cross-Cultural Analysis.
· The Chicago Disability History Exhibit, which Sharon Snyder, Assistant Professor, directed and David Mitchell, Associate Professor, co-curated, traveled to Haverford College in October and November of 2006. The exhibit has a new, travel-friendly format and a 75 page catalogue. Snyder and Mitchell gave public lectures at the invitation of the President of Saschetchewan University in Saskatoon, Canada from October 8-11, 2006.

· A column by Lennard Davis, Professor, on the Gallaudet University board of trustees’ decision to dismiss the school’s president was featured online at InsideHigherEd.com on October 31, 2006.

· Beth Marks, Assistant Professor, was elected President of the National Organization of Nurses with Disabilities.

· James Rimmer, Professor, was invited to serve on the Keck Foundations’ Aging and Longevity Initiative a 15-year, $40 million effort to catalyze interdisciplinary inquiry and to enhance communication among researchers, funding agencies, universities, and the general public, with the object of stimulating interdisciplinary research at the most exciting frontiers.
· Allison Brown, PhD student in the School of Public Health and RRTC staff member, was awarded a grant from Special Olympics for her work on The Creation of Web-Based Health Education Materials for Women with Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities.
· Kathy Hooyenga, Instructor, received a grant from the Chicago Zoological Society, Brookfield Zoo to fund her work entitled Every Student is a Scientist—Guideplates for Interactive Panels.

· James Rimmer was awarded by the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) funding to develop a Disability Rehabilitation Research Program (DRRP) on Reducing Obesity and Obesity-Related Secondary Conditions in Adolescents with Disabilities. Partners include Shriners Hospitals for Children, Easter Seals, United Cerebral Palsy, Spina Bifida Association, the Arc, Partners for Youth with Disabilities, and Blaze Sports America.
DHD Braddock Library on Disability
The Department is pleased to announce plans are underway to renovate the second floor! The new space will include a student oasis, study space, and an extensive library collection. Professor Emeritus, Dr. David Braddock, recently donated over 3,500 books and historical items to the library. The library, which will be named the DHD Braddock Library on Disability is a great resource for students, faculty and staff conducting research on disability issues!
Support IDHD/DHD
Your contributions can help promote the mission of the Institute on Disability and Human Development. Opportunities for giving include the following examples:

· Supporting the Ann & Edward Page El, MD Scholarship Award for graduate students

· Advancing the use of computers by children with autism

· Promoting the participation of people with disabilities into their communities

For more information on making a gift to IDHD please contact:

Tamar Heller, PhD, Professor, Director / Head

Institute on Disability and Human Development (M/C 626),

University of Illinois at Chicago

1640 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, IL 60608-6904

Phone: 312.413.1647, TTY: 312.413.0453, Email: theller@uic.edu
www.idhd.org
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