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Bio

Mr. Cuk received his M.S. degree from the University of Illinois at Chicago in Disability and Human Development. Currently, he is a PhD candidate with a dissertation that explores the transformation of the disability policies in the transition of Serbia towards the European Union and the neoliberal discourse. Mr. Cuk received a diploma, "Long Term Training Course on Projects in South East Europe" from the Council of Europe. He served as the executive director of the Association of Students with Disabilities of Serbia and Montenegro for 4 years. He was a founder of the Southeast European Network for Young People and Students with Disabilities. Mr. Cuk published a book “Disability Services at Universities in Southeast Europe: Achieving Equality” and several articles including one in the internationally acclaimed “Encyclopedia of Disability” as well as a World Bank conference background paper “Young people with disabilities in the Europe and Central Asia region.” He has received seven awards in recognition for his academic achievements. Mr. Cuk delivered over 30 presentations in many countries of the world. He co-facilitated numerous workshops and produced several policy briefs tackling disability policies and practices in the regions of Eastern Europe and Central Asia and Middle East and North Africa.
Education

2006 – Present
University of Illinois at Chicago 





Ph.D. candidate, Disability Studies, College of Applied Health Sciences

2007
University of Illinois at Chicago 

M.S., Master in Disability and Human Development, College of Applied Health Sciences. Thesis: Disability Services at Universities in Southeast Europe: Achieving Equality.
2004      
University of Belgrade 



B.S., Mathematics and Computer Science, College of Mathematics
2000 – 2001
The Council of Europe Diploma on Projects Management in the South East Europe

Language Fluency: English, Serbian, Croatian, Bosnian. Some understanding: French, Bulgarian.

Computer Proficiency: MS Word, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint, Publisher, SPSS, EndNote, Adobe PageMaker, Adobe Dreamweaver, Corel Draw, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Professional, Adobe Professional, several DVD and video editing software, Internet Explorer, and Firefox.
Employment History

2008 – present
Project Coordinator for Developmental Disability Research, the Institute on Disability and Human Development (IDHD) at University of Illinois at Chicago (www.idhd.edu) 




Coordinating and implementing resource development and public relation strategies, specializing in developmental disabilities. Responsible for program development, implementation, coordination and administration of research and/or other projects within the broad area of developmental disabilities.

2006 – 2008
Research Specialist, the Institute on Disability and Human Development (IDHD) at University of Illinois at Chicago (www.idhd.edu) 




Organizing advocacy efforts for persons with disabilities, coordinating media efforts to promote the inclusion of people with disabilities in the community, coordinating public relation for Institute and teaching classes and seminars on disability issues. Responsible for managing Institute website, newsletter and other public relation activities. 

2004 – 2006
Research Assistant, the IDHD at University of Illinois at Chicago 

2004 – 2006
Research Assistant, Advocacy and Empowerment for Minorities with Disabilities (A&E) at University of Illinois at Chicago (www.uic.edu/orgs/empower) 

2000 – 2004
Executive Director, the Association of Students with Disabilities of Serbia (www.adsyu.org) 




Director of the Association, responsible for the realization of the Association’s project in front of donors and the Association Board. Creator of Association’s  strategy. Team manager. Responsible for all projects and its deadlines. International communication and cooperation. Fundraising. Work with media. Lecturing. 
Research Experience

2008 - 2010
The Developing Leaders and Self Advocacy Project, Institute on Disability and Human Development in partnership with Access Living (Principal investigator)

2007 - 2008 
Needs, Knowledge, Barriers and Uses of Assistive Technology by Persons with Cognitive Disabilities, Institute on Disability and Human Development at the University of Illinois at Chicago (Research specialist) 

2006 - 2007
Disability Studies in Southeast Europe: A feasibility study on the need for a University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) in Serbia and Montenegro, Rosemary F. Dybwad International Fellowship (Principal investigator)

 2005 - 2006 
Choices in Transition, Advocacy and Empowerment for Minorities with Disabilities at the University of Illinois at Chicago, (Research assistant)

2003 - 2004
Southeast Europe Network for Inclusive Higher Education – Promotion of Inclusive Higher Education in Southeast Europe, Association of Disabled Students of Serbia, (Principal investigator).  
Research Interest 

Vladimir Cuk's research interest is in the international cooperation and international disability movement. Mr. Cuk participated in the creation of the Youth Declaration "Towards a Barrier Free Europe for Young People with Disability," as one of editors. Mr. Cuk organized part of the World Bank conference "Young People in Eastern Europe and Central Asia: From Policy to Action," dedicated to the youth with disabilities. His MS thesis investigated higher education practices and recommendations for students with disabilities in the developing world. Mr. Cuk’s PhD dissertation investigates intersection of human rights and neoliberal discourses in international disability policies. 
Publications

Cuk, V. (2009). Disability services at universities in Southeast Europe: Achieving equality. Saarbrücken: VDM 

Heller, T., Parker, S., Cuk, V., et al (In press). Chapter Four: Support Services. In World Report on Disability and Rehabilitation, World Health Organization. 

Cuk, V. (2009). Moving Mountains in the Desert. Alert! Newsletter of the Institute on Disability and Human Development, UIC. Spring/Summer Issue. 

Cuk, V. (2008). The Ray Graham Association’s Morris Service Dog Program. Alert! Newsletter of the Institute on Disability and Human Development, UIC. Fall Issue, pp. 10. 


Pineda, V. & Cuk, V. (2007). Young people with disabilities in the Europe and Central Asia region (ECA). Available online at the World Bank web site: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTECAREGTOPYOUTH/



Resources/Youth_with_Disabilities.pdf  

Cuk, V. (2007). Disability Studies in Southeast Europe. Alert! Newsletter of the Institute on Disability and Human Development, UIC. Spring Issue, pp. 12. 


Cuk, V. (2005). Disability Experience: Serbia. In Encyclopedia of Disability (Vol. 2, p. 683).  

Cuk, V. (2005). Should disabled people become “Super heroes” to achieve equal rights and opportunities? Young and Disabled: Daily challenges for equality. European Disability Forum’s Youth Committee publication. pp. 10.

Cuk, V. (2005). Inclusive or special education: a question of choice. Young and Disabled: Daily challenges for equality. European Disability Forum’s Youth Committee publication. pp. 16.

Cuk, V. (2005). Accessibility – a prerequisite for inclusive education. Young and Disabled: Daily challenges for equality. European Disability Forum’s Youth Committee publication. pp. 19.
Awards and Honors
2009
Chicago Consular Corps Scholarship, University of Illinois Chicago

2008
Ann & Edward Page-El, M.D. Scholarship Award, the Department of Neurology and Rehabilitation Medicine and the Department of Disability and Human Development, College of Applied Health Sciences, University of Illinois at Chicago
2008
Semifinalist of the Global Development Network competition “the Medals for Outstanding Research on Development,” with the study “Disability Services at Universities in Southeast Europe: Achieving Equality”

2007
Achievement Award, College of Applied Health Sciences, University of Illinois at Chicago

2005
The W. E. Van Doren Scholarship, University of Illinois at Chicago

2004 
The W. E. Van Doren Scholarship, University of Illinois at Chicago

2004
Honorably Member of Rotary Club Belgrade Metropolitan

Voluntary Activities

2006 – present
Program Officer, the Victor Pineda Foundation (www. pinedafoundation.org)

2010 – present Member, The 2010 Census: Chicago Disability Complete Count Committee

2009 – present
Member of Chicago Disability Pride Parade Planning Committee 
2008 – present Member of Multi-Cultural Council of the Association of University Centers on Disability.

2008 – present
Vice-President of Disability Studies Students’ Council, UIC
2005 – present Student Ambassador, Department of Disability and Human Development

2004 – present
Consultant for the Association of Students with Disabilities of Serbia 
2005 – 2007
President of the UIC Disabled Student Union
2005 – 2006
Chairperson/Member of Advisory Board on the project Youth Information Education and Leadership for Developmental Disabilities (YIELDD) – Access Living, Chicago, Illinois

2005 – 2006
Representative of Department of Disability and Human Development, (University of Illinois at Chicago) to the Dean's Student Leadership Council, College of Applied Health Sciences

2005 – 2006
Member of Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Persons with Disabilities, University of Illinois at Chicago

1999 – 2001
Coordinator of the Yugoslav Muscular Dystrophy Association’s Youth Group

1995 – 2001 
Muscular Dystrophy Association of Yugoslavia Board of Directors member 

Lectures and Workshops
2010
University of Illinois at Chicago – lecture: The Intersection of Social Security and Neoliberal Discourses 

2009 
University of Belgrade, Serbia – lecture: Social model of Disability, Disability Identity and Culture
2009
University of Illinois at Chicago – Webinar: What can service dogs do for people with disabilities? 

2009
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia – Invited workshop: Building Leadership Skills and the Rights of Young People with Disabilities, part of the 3rd International Conference on Disability & Rehabilitation: Research and Disability.

2009
University College Dublin, Ireland – Video conference: Obama/Biden Administration’s Positions on Disability Issues.

2009
University of Illinois at Chicago – a presentation in the trainee leadership panel, part of the Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and related Disabilities (LEND) training.

2008
The Art Institute of Chicago – presentation: History of Disability. 
2008
University of Illinois at Chicago – lecture: Social Security Policies in the US
2008
Boulder, US – poster presentation: Needs, Knowledge, Barriers and Uses of Assistive Technology by Persons with Cognitive Disabilities. 

2008
University of Illinois at Chicago – lecture: Social Model of Disability Debate. 
2008
Boston, US – presentation: Disability Services at Universities in Southeast Europe: Achieving Equality, part of Society for the Study of Social Problems annual conference.

2008
University College Dublin, Ireland – Video conference: Disability Services at Universities in Southeast Europe: Achieving Equality
2007
Washington DC, USA – poster presentation: Disability Studies in Southeast Europe: A feasibility study on the need for a UCEDD in Serbia and Montenegro, part of the Association of University Centers on Disabilities’ Annual Conference. 

2007
Rome, Italy - Young people with disabilities in the Europe and Central Asia region (ECA), part of the World Bank conference. 

2007
University of Belgrade, Serbia – lecture: Disability Identity and Culture – Do They Exist?

2006
Washington DC, USA – lecture: University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities in Developing Countries, part of the Association of University Centers on Disabilities’ Annual Conference. 

2006 
University of Illinois at Chicago, USA – lecture: UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

2006
York University, Toronto, Canada – lecture: UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

2003
University of Iowa, Iowa City, USA – lecture: Serbia and Montenegro’s study (people with disabilities in last decade of 20th century)

2003
Chicago, University of Illinois, USA – lecture: Young People and Students with Disabilities in Serbia and Montenegro

2003
Washington DC, USA – lecture: Young People and Students with Disabilities in the South East European Countries, part of the 16th Annual Meeting of the Society for Disability Studies 

2003
Sofia, Bulgaria – chairman of five workshops at the Seminar for Southeast European Students with Disabilities, organized by Open Society Institute
2003
Athens, Greece – chairman of the workshop Information and Participation for All, part of the conference “Towards a Barrier-Free Europe for Young People with Disabilities”, organized by European Disability Forum and European Youth Forum
2002 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, USA – lecture: People and Students with Disabilities in the South East European Countries
2002
Berkeley University, CA, USA – lecture Young People with Disabilities in the South East European Countries

2002
Stockholm, Sweden – Workshop on Networking, part of Global Network of Youth with Disabilities Seminar, organized by Swedish Organizations of Disabled Persons International Aid Association

2002
Balaton, Hungary – Workshop: Persons with Disabilities and Media, part of the Shared World Conference, organized by Disability Rights Advocates
2002
Belgrade, Yugoslavia – Workshop: People with Disabilities and Media, organized by Media Diversity Institute, UK

2001
Belgrade, Yugoslavia – Workshop on Networking, part of conference “Disabled in Higher Education,” organized by Association of Students with Disabilities of Serbia and Montenegro

2001
Moldova – Workshop: Students with Disabilities in Yugoslavia, part of the Summer School: Learning to Leave Together

2001
Serbia – Series of lectures: People with Disabilities in Serbia, Problems and Solutions
Trainings

2008
The Art Institute of Chicago Staff Training - Chicago, Illinois.

2008
Art-ability – Art Institute of Chicago and the Institute on Disability and Human development. Training fostered an environment for social work and disability studies students that encourages creative thinking and self-exploration through art.
2004
Legislative Advocacy - Chicago, Illinois.

2003 – 2004 
Disability Awareness - Serbia and Montenegro. Part of the SHARE SEE Southeast European regional project (www.share-see.org). 
2001 – 2004     
Organizational management, fundraising, and media - Serbia and Montenegro.
Conferences
2010
The 2nd Annual Digital Accessibility Expo, University of Illinois at Chicago. 

2010
Illinois Governor’s Post-Secondary Education Summit, Springfield, IL.
2009
2009 Association of University Centers on Disabilities Annual Conference. 
2008
2008 Association of University Centers on Disabilities Annual Conference. 
2008
Council for European Studies, Chicago.

2008
2008 Annual Disability Policy Seminar, Washington, DC.

2007
2007 Annual Disability Policy Seminar, Washington, DC.

2006 
Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities, Eighth session, New York. 

2006
Disability Policy Seminar, Washington DC, USA. 

2005
Alliance for Full Participation, Washington DC, USA. 

2004
Europe, Youth and Globalisation, European Youth Centre Strasbourg, organized by Council of Europe - Directorate of Youth and Sports

2003
Study visit, Washington DC, USA. Visited following organizations: American Association of People with Disabilities, Institute for International Education, United States Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, The World Bank, National Organization on Disability, Institute for Democracy in Eastern Europe, and German Marshall Fund.

2002
Capacity Building for NGO's Working for People with Disabilities, organized by the European Disability Forum and the Council of Europe.

2002
Study visit, California, San Francisco. Visited following organizations: Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund, World Institute on Disability, Disability Rights Advocates, San Francisco Mayor's Office on Disability, Center for Independent Living. 

2001
Youth Policy Forum, Sofia, Bulgaria. 

2000
Long Term Training Course on Projects in South East Europe, held at the European Youth Centre, Strasbourg, France. The course introduced the following topics: intercultural education and youth work; multicultural groups; planning, running and evaluation of projects; youth policy and associative life; youth work in civil society; the functioning of the European institutions.
2000
Inclusion, mainstreaming by Intercultural Learning in the Third Millennium, European Youth Centre, Budapest. Topics: Solutions to social exclusion; Inclusion projects; Intercultural learning; Discrimination in education and employment.

2000
Conference Higher Education of Disabled, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
2000
Fifth annual International Disability Advocacy Training Conference, Hungary, organized Disability Rights Advocates. 

1999
Conference Disabled in Higher Education, Hungary.
1995
International Camp for Youth with Disabilities, Finland. 

1993
International Camp for Youth with Disabilities, Malta.
Projects Realized in Southeast Europe - Selected

In the period between 2000 and 2004, the Association of Students with Disabilities implemented over 30 projects, and funds raised over €400,000. Below are few selected examples:
2004
Southeast Europe Network for Inclusive Higher Education – the Promotion of the Inclusive Higher Education in Southeast Europe – a joint study on needs of students with disabilities at universities of Southeast Europe.

2003
Media campaign “Equal in education” -- The Association's fifth in a row, this media campaign promoted inclusive education.
2003
Empowerment of Youth with Disabilities in Employment 

2003 
SHARE SEE – Regional project which included training courses, consultations, regional exchanges, micro grants programs for organizations of people with disabilities (www.share-see.org).

2002
The strengthening of the Association of Students with Disabilities of Serbia (ASD) network -- the project included numerous seminars aiming at transferring knowledge and experience to new network members.
2002
Removing architectural barriers in Belgrade -- Over twenty ramps in public objects and institutions were installed during the campaign. ‘Beograd put’ and Parking Service have adopted slanted curbs and marking parking spots for persons with disability as their institutions’ policies carried out during the reconstruction or construction of streets and parking lots. Media campaign ‘Accessible?’ has been carried out within this project and attracted great attention of the media and the public.
2002
Peer counseling and education.  

2002
Scholarships for students with disabilities. 

2002 
Pull down the Ramps - Mapping and adapting inaccessible locations at universities across Serbia; cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Sports.

2002 
Network in East Europe - Creating a network of associations of youth with disabilities. 

2001
International Conference “Disabled in Higher Education” -- created foundations for future international network in South Eastern Europe. It was the first conference of this kind in Serbia, with over 60 participants.
2001
Counseling centers. 

2001
Amendments on the Republic Law on Higher and High Education.

2001
The ASD newsletter ‘BUSH’ – printed in Serbian, English and Braille alphabet. 

2001
Media campaign “With us...”, strived for the creation of a positive image of persons with disabilities.

2000
Media campaign “Among us”. The first media campaign in Serbia and Montenegro that promoted rights of people with disabilities. 

2000
ASD network in Belgrade, Nis, Podgorica and Kragujevac.
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