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By The Numbers

[Pictures of smiling students and staff members are contained within the letters I-D-H-D]

            16
The number of publications last year by student trainees. 

            30
The number of faculty in IDHD/DHD. 

            74
The number of students in the MS and PhD programs.

          342
The number of community education training events IDHD offered last year in Illinois.

          750
The number of service providers trained on cultural competence. 

       2,171
The number of technical assistance requests DBTAC Great Lakes ADA Center received. 

     11,195
The number of hours of service provided last year in the Family Clinics. 

     25,000
The number of people who received NCPAD's monthly newsletter. 

     28,000
The number of people attending training events in Illinois and around the globe. 

9,400,000
The amount of funds IDHD was able to leverage last year.

UCEDDs
The entities now known as UCEDDs were initially created over four decades ago with the enactment of Public Law 88-164 (1963) to serve people with developmental disabilities. Currently authorized under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (the DD Act), UCEDDs are now a resource for Americans with a wide range of disabilities. The UCEDDs receive their core funding from the Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD) within the US Department of Health and Human Services.   

The network has grown to include 67 UCEDDs - at least one in every US state and territory. Each UCEDD is affiliated with a major research university and serves as a resource for all people in the areas of education, research, and service relative to the needs of people with developmental disabilities.

[Map of the National Network of UCEDDs. The map shows that the majority of states have 1 UCEDD, 8 states have 2, and 3 states have 3 UCEDDs.]
IDHD - The UCEDD for the State of Illinois

“The Institute on Disability and Human Development (IDHD), a University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service (UCEDD) is dedicated to promoting the independence, productivity and inclusion of people with disabilities into all aspects of society”  IDHD Mission Statement. 

The values of cultural diversity, consumer choice and self-determination are emphasized across the life span in all training, public service, and research activities of IDHD.

[Photograph of five students in a classroom setting. One is writing something down, while other students appear to be looking toward the front of the classroom.]

UCEDDs are leaders in four core function areas…

Academic Training and Education 

Direct Services

Technical Assistance (Information Sharing)

Research and Dissemination

…all related to people with disabilities.  

Academic Training and Education

Goal One: IDHD will improve the quality of services and effect systems change through interdisciplinary training 
The Institute on Disability and Human Development (IDHD) was established on July 1, 1988 at the University of Illinois at Chicago. We offer a Master of Science (MS) in Disability and Human Development designed to prepare students for leadership in human services, as well as research and scholarship in the disability field. Specializations include Disability Studies/Social Policy and Rehabilitation Technology. 

Doctoral studies are available through an interdisciplinary PhD program in Disability Studies in the College of Applied Health Sciences. The PhD Program prepares scholars and researchers for leadership roles in the study of disability as a complex phenomenon. It is the first PhD program dedicated to Disability Studies in the United States and one of only a few in the world. 

Since our department and academic programs' inception in 1997 we have grown to 74 (41 MS, 33 PhD) graduate students who hail from over 13 countries. They are a diverse group of students with backgrounds from many different disciplines spanning the social sciences, humanities, and health fields. Over one third of the masters and doctoral students have a disability and many others have experience working with people with disabilities. Our graduates are finding careers ranging from academic appointments in the burgeoning field of Disability Studies, to leadership positions in social service and governmental agencies, to advocacy positions internationally.

The students in the Master of Science in Disability and Human Development and the Doctoral Disability Studies programs represent a wide range of academic disciplines and academic programs including art history, biology, counseling, cultural studies, economics, education, English, mathematics and computer science, occupational therapy, philosophy, physical therapy, psychology, public administration, rehabilitation counseling, social service administration, sociology, special education, and gender and women's studies.
In addition to in-class learning opportunities, many students have opportunities to meaningfully participate in research projects. The UIC campus includes fifteen colleges and schools, and is the largest university campus in the Chicago area. UIC places great emphasis on research-oriented activities and graduate students often benefit from these opportunities. In Academic Year 2008-09, 24 graduate students and 3 undergraduates received research assistantships through IDHD.
The Department offers certificate programs in Assistive Technology and in Management and Leadership in the Non-Profit Disability Organization. The Assistive Technology Certificate Program is designed for working professionals to learn more about the different technologies that can help people with disabilities lead more independent lives. With continual advances in technology, there is a demand for professionals with expertise in assistive technologies that can aid people with disabilities and their families. In academic year 2008-2009 there were 35 students enrolled from which six students graduated.

The Management and Leadership in the Non-Profit Disability Organization Certificate is designed to provide professionals with advanced administration and disability policy skills, and training in organizational theory, leadership, and specific operational skills in funding, advocacy, and knowledge of contemporary disability issues, state and national disability policy, and emerging rehabilitation practices.

IDHD/DHD has 30 faculty positions (10 tenure track) and over 150 staff overall. Our faculty and staff come from a wide range of fields including American studies, anthropology, English, kinesiology, law, medical humanities, occupational therapy, pediatrics, physical therapy, psychiatry, psychology, public health, rehabilitation engineering, social work, sociology, special education, and speech and hearing sciences. DHD  faculty also have joint appointments in other academic departments including Bioengineering, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Public Health, Psychology, and Pediatrics.

Academic Program Highlights

IDHD was awarded a three-year, federal Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and other related Disabilities (LEND) grant from the Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Bureau to train students, professionals and family members to support families and children with developmental disabilities (DD) with a focus on autism. UIC's LEND program partners include the University of Chicago, Rush University, the Autism Program of Illinois (TAP), the Illinois Title V MCH Program, and several community agencies. The LEND program provides specific clinical, community and leadership training to about 40 area graduate students, medical students, family members and post-doctoral fellows across 12 disciplines. A key discipline is family studies, as family members provide an invaluable perspective -- bringing experience that can not be learned in any university course. Additionally, three MSW students from UIC and five PsyD students from the Chicago School of Professional Psychology, Argosy University and Adler School of Professional Psychology were dually trained in both the LEND program as well as the IDHD Family Clinics.
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Two new online courses are offered in the Masters program: Introduction to Assistive Technology Principles and Practice and Leadership in the Non-Profit Disability Organization. In addition, we have developed four new disability policy courses that will be progressively introduced into our curriculum including: Disability Policy I: Foundations of Disability Policy; Disability Policy II: Contemporary Issues in Disability Policy; Disability Policy Methodology; and, International Human Rights, Policy and Disability. These new disability studies courses offer students an innovative way of learning through blended teaching design, offering both face-to-face and online learning components.
Academic Programs: Enrollments at Start of Each Academic Year

[Graph that represents the enrollment of students at the start of each academic year. In academic year 2003-04, 39 students were enrolled in the MS program and 37 in the PhD program. In academic year 2004-05, 41 students were enrolled in the MS program and 37 in the PhD program. In academic year 2005-06, 28 students were enrolled in the MS program and 38 in the PhD program. In academic year 2006-07, 19 students were enrolled in the ATU certificate program, 31 in the MS program and 28 in the PhD program. In academic year 2007-08, 27 students were enrolled in the ATU certificate program, 35 in the MS program and 39 in the PhD program. In academic year 2008-09, 35 students were enrolled in the ATU certificate program, 38 in MS program and 37 in the PhD program. In academic year 2009-2010, 35 students were enrolled in the ATU certificate program, 41 in the MS program, and 33 in the PhD program.]

Diversity of Students Currently Enrolled in Graduate Programs
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Direct Services

Goal Two:  Enhance access to high quality services for individuals with disabilities and their families and expand community capacity to provide these services
The role of model community service activities at IDHD is to impact upon identified needs of children and adults with disabilities in Illinois by providing exemplary direct services. IDHD is physically located in a federally designated “empowerment zone” on the near west side of Chicago.  As a result, the primary natural 'community' to which it relates includes substantial unserved and underserved constituencies.  IDHD continues to focus its direct community service activities through its programs in the Assistive Technology Unit and the Family Clinics. Exemplary services are a means to effect systemic change as a model for new methods and procedures, opportunities for evaluation and research, and a resource for student and professional training. 

The Family Clinics

In FY 2009 the Family Clinics provided services to approximately 1,000 individuals (71% from minority backgrounds) and more than 11,000 hours of diagnostic and family support services through three primary programs: (1) the Adult Diagnostic and Intervention Program, (2) the Hispanic Diagnostic and Family Support Program; and (3) the Children and Adolescent Diagnostic and Family Support Program. Approximately 82% of individuals served were either uninsured or received insurance through publically funded programs.  

[Photograph of a woman talks with a teenage boy and another woman in an office setting.]

The Family Clinics offer family support and intervention services through Grupo SALTO and "Reach Out and Read." Grupo SALTO, a monthly support group of over 250 Hispanic families of children with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD), offers educational sessions for parents, a sibling support group, as well as an arts, dance, and music program for children with ASD. The Family Clinics are also an official site of the nationally recognized "Reach Out and Read" program, whose mission is to make literacy promotion a part of the diagnostic process. Books in English and Spanish are distributed free of charge and families learn about the promotion of emerging literacy. 

Additional interventions such as Developmental Individual Relationship-Based, or "floor time," as well as counseling to adults with both an intellectual disability and mental health issues are provided. Further, through a joint effort with the UIC Department of Psychiatry, “Picture Exchange Communication System” (PECS), Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA), and “Treatment and Education for Autistic and Other Communicatively Handicapped Children” (TEACH) are also offered. 

The Assistive Technology Unit (ATU)

The Assistive Technology Unit (ATU) provides community-based services in the areas of: Adaptive Equipment, Activities of Daily Living, Augmentative Communication, Computer Access, Environmental Control, Home Modification, Specialized Seating, Wheeled Mobility, and Worksite Modification. The ATU provides commercially-available, modified, and custom-designed technology to help people with disabilities achieve maximum independence. The ATU is a community-based service delivery program that uses 7 Mobile Units to bring evaluation and implementation services to the individual's home, school, work, or recreation setting (over 95% of services are handled in the community). Three of these vans have shop equipment and raw materials on-board so that fabrication can take place on-site. Services are provided by an interdisciplinary team which includes Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists, Rehabilitation Engineers, and Speech-Language Pathologists. ATU Rehabilitation Engineers are on the streets each day, applying engineering, ergonomic, and universal design principles for consumers in Illinois and beyond.

In FY 2009, The Assistive Technology Unit provided services to over 300 people, the majority from minority backgrounds. Services included providing home accessibility evaluation including specifications for accessible housing and/or review of work performed by local contractors.  The ATU also worked with individuals to provide services related to vocational rehabilitation goals (including further education, initial employment, job retention, and job promotion).

[Photograph of a group of five students walk along a sidewalk with a crowd walking behind them and the Chicago skyline in the background.]

FY 2009 Training

As a result of their cultural competence training, the Center for Capacity Building on Minorities with Disability Research (CCBMDR) has conducted 35 trainings between 2005 and 2009. Over 790 staff from 99 organizations participated. In addition, CCMBDR has provided ongoing technical assistance and consultation to 83 of these organizations. To date, results indicate that participants experienced significant post-training improvements in cultural knowledge, physical environments, values, attitudes and communication styles. In addition, after 6 months of follow-along support, participants were actively pursuing or have achieved the majority of the cultural competence goals they set during training.
The IDHD centers offer a variety of trainings for community members, agencies, individuals with disabilities and other constituents. A sample of topics include: accessibility, advocacy, the Americans with Disabilities Act, community integration and inclusion, disability policy, future planning issues, self-determination, sexuality, and transportation. A complete list of topics is located on the IDHD website as well as who to contact to schedule a training.

 (www.idhd.org/default.asp?contentID=76)

· Over 342 community education training events were held in Illinois that reached over 14,000 people. The topics included the ADA, abuse prevention, aging and DD, autism, assistive technology, advocacy and empowerment, cultural competence, family support, sibling support, direct support workforce development, sexuality, diagnosing ADHD in children with Down Syndrome, ethics, dementia, disability in the arts, secondary conditions in people with disabilities, health advocacy, inclusive fitness, self-directed supports, financing DD services, future planning, transition, and more. Innovative approaches for training have been used such as webinars, audio conferences, and online trainings. 

· In addition, over 150 training events were held outside of Illinois (in 28 different states and 17 countries) that reached over 12,000 people.

· The Great Lakes Disability and Business Technical Assistance Centers (DBTAC) provided 12 audio trainings on the Americans with Disabilities Act reaching over 2,200 people. In FY 2009, the Great Lakes DBTAC also provided training to 3,600 people in: employment, reasonable accommodation, information technology (IT), occupational injury and the ADA, communication, community integration, architecture, ADA accessibility and disability rights movements. 

· 22 cultural competence workshops were conducted in the Chicago area reaching over 750 individuals, including direct support professionals, state agency staff from the Bureau of Refugee and Immigrant Services as well as Division of Rehabilitation Services. IDHD faculty presented at an additional 5 national conferences on issues related to cultural competence, reaching approximately 500 professionals. 

· Finally, over 50 people with disabilities, parents, and professionals were trained on self-directed supports. 

[Photograph of four people smile at the camera]
FY 2009 Technical Assistance

Most IDHD research centers and programs provide technical assistance (TA) at the local, state, regional and national levels. Our clinical services programs frequently consult on the building of interdisciplinary teams, provision of culturally competent systems of service delivery, family-centered care models, early identification and treatment strategies, and health promotion. Our research centers are major providers of TA on issues of long-term care, cultural competence, aging, health, poverty and disability, and downsizing and closing residential institutions. Below are some examples of technical assistance activities.
· The Great Lakes DBTAC received 2,171 requests for technical assistance. The Great Lakes DBTAC offers individual consultation and customized training for businesses, architects, local and state government entities, schools, social service agencies, individuals with disabilities, disability organizations and anyone interested in learning more about the ADA. 

· The Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) on Aging with Developmental Disabilities: Lifespan Health and Function is working with the National Center on Physical Activity and Disability (NCPAD) to provide technical assistance to agencies and families to develop and support health promotion goals of individuals with I/DD. 

· Access Living's Youth Advisory Board received technical assistance from IDHD staff through facilitation of their strategic planning process.

· IDHD provided website evaluations to schools, businesses, and organizations.

· In October 2008, IDHD sponsored and supported two self-advocates from the IDHD Consumer Advisory Committee to attend the two-day, “Speak Up Speak Out Summit” hosted by the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities. 

· IDHD hosts the Sibling Leadership Network (SLN). SLN provides siblings of individuals with disabilities information, support, and tools to advocate with their brothers and sisters and to promote the issues important to them and their entire families.

IDHD recently became a Special Olympics Collaborating Research Center under the direction of Tamar Heller. As part of this center, IDHD faculty and staff provide technical assistance to Special Olympics International on the development of grant requests for proposals, review of grant proposals, and conduct training workshops for potential grantees. This year we conducted a workshop for four sites from Kenya, Mauritius, Indiana, and Minnesota. 
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IDHD's Self Advocacy Specialist coordinates and conducts advocacy activities across Illinois and the nation and provides technical assistance to local and state self-advocacy groups. She works to promote the inclusion and meaningful participation of persons with disabilities as well as to educate individuals without disabilities about inclusion. In FY 2009, our IDHD Self Advocacy Specialist:

· provided consultation to advocacy groups across the nation and internationally about making information accessible and how to include and support self-advocates;

· provided trainings on the “7 habits of highly effective people” and on leadership for Partners in Policymaking, reaching hundreds of advocates;

· trained youth about self-advocacy and how people can speak up and get involved in the movement; 

· developed a workshop for people with disabilities to learn about and write their advanced health directives so they can have their wishes known if admitted to the hospital; 

· worked on a week-long advanced leadership academy which was hosted in Chicago this fall. Its mission was to help advocates learn skills in the 7 habits of highly effective people and learn tips on obtaining employment. Activities included establishing career goals, personal mission statements, and action plans.

Research

Goal Three: Contribute to and expand expert knowledge relevant to the disabilities field
IDHD is a nationally recognized research program where faculty, staff, and students engage in a variety of research-related activities, many which are integrated across community service projects thereby creating a direct link between research and practice.

A state-by-state analysis of services supporting individuals living in the family home was conducted. The study was part of the State of the States in Developmental Disabilities project, a longitudinal study of public financial and programmatic trends in intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) services and supports in the states (Braddock, Hemp, & Rizzolo, 2008).

Results of the study indicate that funding for family support, and particularly funding for financial subsidy programs, often cannot compete with the financing of residential service programs. Family support spending made up only 5% of total I/DD spending in the states. Families continue to serve as a de facto service delivery system in assuming primary responsibility for caring for their elderly and/or disabled relatives. This reliance on family care-giving is likely to increase in the future as states try to contain the rising costs of out-of-home placements, as individuals with I/DD live longer, and as caregivers age beyond their care-giving capacity.
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In FY 2009, IDHD conducted 40 different research and/or training projects. Half of these projects served unserved or underserved populations including individuals in empowerment zones and enterprise communities, individuals receiving Medicaid and/or SSI, and individuals receiving TANF.

A primary focus of research in the IDHD during the preceding year has been in the area of health. Over 40% of publications produced by IDHD in FY 2009 were health related. Some examples of the implemented research related to health include: 

· Rimmer and Rowland (2008) reported on health disparities for people with disabilities. People with disabilities report fewer healthy days than the general population and lower rates of health-promoting behaviors (eg, physical inactivity and poor nutritional intake).

· In their 2008 study, Liang, Tomey, Chen, Savar, Rimmer, and Braunschweig examined the impact of the built environment on access to healthy foods for people with mobility disabilities. Their study found that the urban area examined had more stores than the suburban area, however, only 46% of urban stores had an entrance that would allow an individual requiring a ramp or level entrance to gain access compared with 88% of suburban stores. The availability of healthy affordable foods in both urban and suburban stores was relatively low. These findings suggest that people with mobility impairments are at a disadvantage in maintaining healthy food choices because of limited access to stores and healthy foods.
Information Dissemination
Goal Four:  Increase community member and policymaker knowledge of disability issues
A central priority of IDHD is to facilitate the public policy debate, legislative activity, and advocacy efforts in the disability field through the dissemination of information that is of high quality, timely and relevant. 

IDHD has an excellent record of contributions to the scientific knowledge base on disability through first-rate publications. IDHD faculty and staff produced 76 publications in FY 2009, which included 32 journal articles, 2 books, 14 book chapters, and 28 monographs, technical reports or other non-refereed products. Our student trainees produced 17 publications including 3 refereed journal articles (completed with IDHD faculty), 7 book chapters, and 2 technical reports. 

Faculty and staff were also very visible through other media outlets including: The Associated Press, The Economist Magazine, Medill News Source, ASCM Health Radio, Psychology Today, The Chicago Reader, The National Post, WICN-FM Public Radio, ABC TV, Channel 2 (WBBM), Urbanite Magazine, Radio Netherlands, Chicago Tribune, and National Public Radio. 

Faculty and staff participated in over 190 presentations to local, state, regional, and international audiences. Students in the DHD doctoral and master’s programs as well as the LEND participated in 37 presentations in the past year. Twenty different students presented at 21 local, 7 national, and 9 international conferences. 

IDHD maintains a well established web site at the address www.idhd.org. IDHD centers also offer two exceptional web sites that you may find useful: NCPAD’s web site (www.ncpad.org) attracts over one million visitors per year while the Great Lakes ADA Center (http://www.adagreatlakes.org/) has over 150,000 visitors per year.
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In FY 2009, approximately 41,000 pieces of literature pertaining to individuals with disabilities were distributed. IDHD disseminated numerous newsletters including: 

· The RRTC on Aging with DD's (RRTC/ADD) the A/DDvantage, which reaches an international mailing list of over 1,500 persons. 

· The Great Lakes Chronicle, a monthly publication of the DBTAC Great Lakes ADA Center which reaches over 12,000 persons, as well as an electronic Accessible Technology Bulletin which is published six times a year, reaching approximately 4,000 people.  

· NCPAD News, the monthly online newsletter of NCPAD, the nation's premiere resource for information on physical activity and disability, which reaches over 25,000 persons per month. 

· The IDHD newsletter, Alert!, produced one volume this year on support services with a national distribution of more than 4,000 readers. IDHD also produced an annual report and a one-page summary of the DD Act for legislators.

· NCPAD distributed over 230,000 pieces of information on health and health promotion. 

· The DBTAC Great Lakes ADA Center distributed over 1,700 pieces of literature on the Americans with Disabilities Act, and over 79,000 people accessed the audio conference archives.

· The RRTC on Aging and DD also maintains a Clearinghouse of resources on aging and DD. 361 products are available to order through the Clearinghouse. http://www.rrtcadd.org/Resource/Publications/Info.html

Did you know that …
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· IDHD/DHD alumni are impacting national policy? For example, alumni Joe Caldwell, PhD, is a Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Public Policy Fellow working with Senator Dodd on health care reform.

· You can earn an Assistive Technology (AT) Certificate by taking four AT courses with our nationally recognized AT professionals?

· IDHD is the state's leading diagnostic center for Hispanic children with developmental disabilities, including autism?

· IDHD hosts the state's largest family support group for Hispanic families with children with autism?

· IDHD has trained dozens of youth with disabilities to direct their own supports and increase their independence?

· IDHD has trained over 750 service providers on cultural competence and helped numerous organizations identify ways to make their environments more welcoming for individuals with disabilities from various cultures?

· Training by the Great Lakes Center on the Americans with Disabilities Act has resulted in numerous employers creating new policies (or modifying existing ones) related to reasonable accommodations?

· RRTC/ADD professionals have created an evidence-based health promotion curriculum that is used throughout the country to improve the health status of people with disabilities?

· IDHD is host to the national Sibling Leadership Network?

· IDHD research on the State of the States in Developmental Disabilities (a collaboration between the University of Colorado and UIC) has been used to advocate for increased funding for programs for people with DD in Illinois and around the nation?
IDHD Programs and Centers
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Assistive Technology Unit (ATU) designs special technology to help people with disabilities be more independent. The ATU can work with a person at their home or worksite to make the space better for that person to live and work in. Technologies include augmentative communication devices, computers, and wheelchairs. www.idhd.org/default.asp?contentID=136 

The Center on Capacity Building for Minorities with Disabilities Research (CCBMDR) seeks to increase the capacity of State Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies and community-based organizations to document the impact of their programs and develop culturally competent services. CCBMDR also houses the Advocacy and Empowerment for Minorities with Disabilities Program (A&E) which seeks to better understand the unique needs of ethnic minorities with disabilities and develop and empirically evaluate supportive programs.  www.disabilityempowerment.org   

The Center on Health Promotion for People with Disabilities (CHP), http://uic-chp.org/, is recognized nationally and internationally for its leadership in research, education, and training on the health benefits of physical activity for people with disabilities. The CHP is home to a variety of health promotion projects including two national centers: 

National Center on Physical Activity and Disability (NCPAD) - www.ncpad.org 

Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Recreational Technology and Exercise Physiology for People with Disabilities (RecTech) - www.rectech.org 

The Chicago Center for Disability Research (CCDR) focuses on applications of emerging paradigms of disability to research, disability studies, and community projects in the areas of education and the social sciences. Projects are guided by a social minority model of disability and a commitment to inclusion in all aspects of research and training. The Center nurtures exchange with organizations in the local and national disability communities and pursues research problems identified by people with disabilities. www.idhd.org/default.asp?contentID=197 

The Community Support Program focuses on ways to improve the community for people with disabilities. This program provides support to meet the needs of the disability community throughout Illinois, including community training and evaluation. www.idhd.org/default.asp?contentID=137 

DBTAC: The Great Lakes ADA Center provides information, materials, technical assistance, and training on the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA). Topics addressed include non-discrimination requirements in employment - obligations of state and local governments and business to ensure that programs, services, and activities are readily accessible to and useable by people with disabilities. This includes access to information technology used by these entities such as web sites, software, and kiosks. 

www.adagreatlakes.org 

The Family Clinics provide interdisciplinary  diagnostic and treatment services to children and adults with autism and developmental disabilities. Its specialty programs include early childhood, school age, and adult services, bi-cultural Hispanic services, and autism programs. The clinics also offer social skills groups and individual and group therapy.

www.idhd.org/familyclinic 

The Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and related Disabilities (LEND) Program. This one year interdisciplinary training program incorporates both didactic and experiential learning in clinical and community-based settings. The Illinois LEND program is part of a national network of interdisciplinary university-based programs. The LEND aims to prepare future leaders who will serve children with neurodevelopmental disabilities (including related disabilities and autism) and their families through coordinated, culturally competent, and family-centered care, as well as public health services and policy systems change. 

www.idhd.org/default.asp?contentID=266 

The Program on Disability Art, Culture, and Humanities furthers research

and supports the creation of disability art and culture. Research includes arts criticism, theory, and history and studies of careers of disabled artists, arts policy, and arts education.

The Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on Aging with Developmental Disabilities (RRTC/ADD) conducts research and serves as a national and international  resource on the health and function of adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families as they age. Its research focuses on ways to improve health, enhance supports, and reduce environmental barriers to community participation.

www.rrtcadd.org 
Staff and Faculty
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Institute on Disability and Human Development

Tamar Heller, PhD, Director

Mary Kay Rizzolo, PhD, Associate Director

Kristen Connolly, MSW, Community Support Coordinator

Vladimir Cuk, MS, Public Relations and Advocacy Coordinator 

Katie Keiling, Community Support Coordinator

Kelly Koomler, Graduate Assistant

Tia Nelis, Self-Advocacy Specialist

Abby Schindler, Graduate Assistant

Administrative Office 

Maitha Abogado, Academic Coordinator, MS Program

William Barrett, Director of Administration

Leslie Chapital, Assistant to the Department Head

Catherine Folloso, Resource & Policy Analyst

Glenn Fujiura, PhD, Director of Graduate Studies, MS Program

Carol Gill, PhD, Director of Graduate Studies, PhD Program

Tamar Heller, PhD, Department Head

Sarah Rothberger, Academic Coordinator, PhD Program

Shelby Scarbrough, Resource and Policy Analyst

William Schiller, PhD, Assistant Director of Graduate Studies

Asa Sims, Facilities Coordinator

Susana Sylvester, Resource & Policy Analyst

Mark Vitaliano, Graduate Assistant

Beverly Wellington, Interim Human Resource Coordinator

Daniel Yoon, Network Analyst/Computer Coordinator

Faculty

Gary Albrecht, PhD, Professor Emeritus

Fabricio Balcazar, PhD, Professor

David Braddock, PhD, Professor Emeritus

Joseph Caldwell, PhD, Adjunct Research Assistant Professor

James Charlton, Research Assistant Professor

Diane Coleman, JD, Adjunct Research Assistant Professor

Ann Cutler, MD, Clinical Assistant Professor

Lennard Davis, PhD, Professor

Alan Factor, PhD, Research Assistant Professor

Glenn T. Fujiura, PhD, Associate Professor

Teresa Garate, Instructor

Carol Gill, PhD, Associate Professor 

Joy Hammel, PhD, Associate Professor Occupational Therapy and Disability and Human Development

Rooshey Hasnian, PhD, Visiting Research Assistant Professor

Glenn Hedman, PE, ATP, RET, Clinical Associate Professor

Tamar Heller, PhD, Professor

Brigida Hernandez, PhD, Research Assistant Professor

Kathy Hooyenga, MA, Clinical Instructor

Kelly Hsieh, PhD, Research Assistant Professor

Matthew Janicki, PhD, Research Associate Professor

Robin Jones, MPA, COTA/L, ROH, Instructor

Kristi Kirschner, MD, Adjunct Associate Professor

Elina Manghi, PsyD, Clinical Assistant Professor

Janet Marsden-Johnson, PhD, Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor

Beth Marks, PhD, Research Assistant Professor

Dale Mitchell, PhD, Clinical Assistant Professor

Sarah Parker, PhD, Assistant Professor

Patricia Politano, PhD, Clinical Assistant Professor

James Rimmer, PhD, Professor

Mary Kay Rizzolo, PhD, Research Assistant Professor

Jennifer Rowland, PhD, Assistant Professor

Carrie Sandahl, PhD, Associate Professor

Teresa Savage, PhD, Research Assistant Professor

William Schiller, PhD, Clinical Assistant Professor

Brenda Sposato, MEBME, Clinical Assistant Professor

Sandra Sufian, PhD, Assistant Professor

Kiyoshi Yamaki, PhD, Research Assistant Professor

Milford Schwartz, MD, Clinical Associate Professor

Assistive Technology Unit

Mary Bacci, PT, Assistive Technology Specialist 

Kate Bacon, Graduate Student Fellow 

Penelope Bernstein, OTR/L, Academic Professional in AAC Access 

Beth Cristinia, MS, CCC-SLP, Visiting Assistive Technology Specialist 

Ray Cunha, Resource & Policy Analyst 

Meghan Donahue, Graduate Student Fellow 

James Graham, Equipment Specialist II 

Karen Haasen, MS, Project Coordinator for Case Management 

Ann Heavey, Academic Professional in AAC 

Glenn Hedman, PE, CPE, ATP, RET, ATU Director 

Kathy Hooyenga, Project Coordinator 

Neal Michalik, Graduate Student Fellow 

Lori Peculis, Visiting Assistive Technology Specialist 

Patricia Politano, PhD, CCC-SLP, ATP, Coordinator of AAC Training, Research and Clinical Services 

Molly Reiter Boland, MS, ATP, RET, Assistive Technology Specialist 

Brenda Sposato Bonfiglio, MEBME, ATP, Project Coordinator 

Deborah Taege, CCC-SLP, ATP, Project Coordinator for AAC Services & Training - Southwest 

Lori Peculis, PT, ATP, Visiting Assistive Technology Specialist

Center on Capacity Building for Minorities with Disabilities Research

Asma Ali, Graduate Research Assistant

Fabricio Balcazar, PhD, Center Director

Monica Ciukaj, Graduate Research Assistant

Claudia Garcia, Resource & Policy Analyst

Edurne Garcia, MS, Graduate Research Assistant
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New Grants in Fiscal Year 2009
· Walk/Roll School Pilot Program (Illinois Department of Transportation)

· Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in SRTS (Illinois Department of Transportation)

· Video Gaming Technology to Promote Health and Fitness Among Adolescents with Disabilities (U.S. Department of Education)        

· State Implementation Project for Preventing Secondary Conditions and Promoting the Health of People with Disabilities (Illinois Department of Public Health)                                            

· Open Doors Organization - MS in DHD (Open Doors Organization)                                                         

· Consultation Services to Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services)                           

· IL-DHS-DRS-Home Services FY 2009 in (Division of Rehabilitation Services, IDHS)                                          

· RRTC on Lifespan Health and Function and Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities (NIDRR, US DED)   

· ATU-IL-DHS-DRS-VR FY 2009 (Division of Rehabilitation Services, IDHS)                                                        

· Illinois Lend Community Consortium (ILCC) (Maternal and Child Health)                                                       

· Research Collaboration Center (Special Olympics International)                                                  

· Family Clinic FY 2009 (Office of Developmental Disabilities, IDHS)                                            

· Assistive Technology Services to IL-DHS-DD Clients FY 2009 (Office of Developmental Disabilities, IDHS) 

· A National Gateway to Self Determination (University of Missouri - Kansas City)                                            

· Evaluation of Illinois State Operated Developmental Centers (Office of Developmental Disabilities, IDHS)  

· Autism Minority Training Initiative (The Autism Program)       

· An Analysis of Movement from State Operated Developmental Centers in Illinois (Illinois Department of Human Services)    

· Aging in Place: Maintaining Older Adults with Developmental Disabilities in the Community (El Valor)  

· National Technical Assistance Center for Voting and Cognitive Access (Portland State University)     

· Prospective Cohort Study Examining the Effects of Modifiable Health Behaviors and Function in Adults with ID (Special Olympics International)                                                  

· Health and Health Care Disparities Among Individuals with Disabilities: Technical Panel (Oregon Health Science University)   

· Autism Cultural Competence Training (The Hope Institute for Children and Families)     

Fiscal Year 2009 Funding
For every $1 IDHD gets from ADD, IDHD leverages an additional $17.80
[The pie chart represents funding sources for IDHD. In fiscal year 2009, 62% ($6,193,477) was federal funding, 5% was ADD Core Funding ($527,999), 28% was state funding ($2,750,374), 4% was other funding ($399,713), and less than 1% was local funding ($56,617). The total amount of funding was $9,928,180.]
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