Disability and Spirituality Resources
Web

http://www.aaiddreligion.org/resources

Resources put out by the Religion & Spirituality Division of the AAIDD- including Cooperative Resource Exhibit, Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health, On the Road to Congregational Inclusion, Publications by Members, and Links to Other Resources.

http://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=1563

This links to the national organization on disability’s program for disability and religion. Resources include the religion and disability program e-newsletter, accessible congregations campaign, various print publications, conferences, interfaith directory of religious leaders with disabilities, seminary project, and congregations who care, prepare project. 

http://www.larcheusa.org/

L'Arche Communities, founded by Jean Vanier in France in 1964, bring together people, some with developmental disabilities and some without, who choose to share their lives by living together in faith-based communities. The mission of L’Arche is to create homes where faithful relationships based on forgiveness and celebration are nurtured, to reveal the unique value and vocation of each person, and to change society by choosing to live relationships in community as a sign of hope and love.
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/

The center for spirituality, health and disability at the University of Aberdeen has a dual focus on the relationship between spirituality, health and healing and the significance of the spiritual dimension for contemporary healthcare practices, and the theology of disability. The center aims to enable academics, researchers, practitioners and educators to work together to develop innovative and creative research projects and teaching initiatives

http://www.religionanddisability.org/

The Center for Religion and Disability, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) educational organization.  Their primary focus areas include education and research about graduate theological education, people with disabilities and the total learning environment, building community supports, strategic planning and consultation. The Center for Religion and Disability, Inc. provides innovative education, consultation and research about people with disabilities and their families.

http://www.aamr.org/Groups/div/RG/newsletter/index.php
This is a link to the quarterly newsletter of the Religion and Spirituality Division of the AAMR. The newsletter is a quarterly update of new resources, creative programs and developments, educational and training opportunities, and more in the area of ministries and spiritual supports with people with developmental disabilities and their families. It also includes regular columns on seminary education and disabilities and a B'Shalom Column on creative initiatives within the Jewish community. 
http://www.nafim.org/quarterly.php?section=publication&cat=quarterly

This website allows users to order monthly articles on Disability and Spirituality 
for only $1 each. 

http://www.zachariahsway.com/common/feedback.asp?PAGE=127

Zachariah’s Way is a support organization of caring people that enables churches, both as individual believers and corporately as a local Body of Christ, to become more involved in ministering to people with special needs and their families. Zachariah’s Way provides information, resource material, and networking services to persons desiring to help these special people.

http://www.loc.gov/nls/reference/circulars/bibles.html

This site gives links for finding bibles and other sacred texts in special media- including Braille, audio, and large print.

http://thechp.syr.edu/spirituality.html

This links to a resource packet on Disability, Spirituality, and healing. Documents include Changing Attitudes, Creating Awareness, Victim Theology, syllabus used for a seminary course, hand-outs for courses, retreats, and lectures, and Disability Awareness: An Empowering Ministry. 

http://www.ncpd.org/

The National Catholic Partnership with disability is the disability voice of the U.S. Catholic Bishops.  NCPD was established in 1982 to further implementation of the 1978 Pastoral Statement of U.S. Catholic Bishops on People with Disabilities, which calls for full inclusion of all persons with disabilities in the Church and in society–a vision they are still working urgently to achieve.  The website includes a newsletter, various information resources, and presents Catholic perspectives on disability issues. 

http://www.blhs.org/resources/ncrc.asp

Part of Bethesda Lutheran Homes & Services, NCRC provides resources to families of children with disabilities, pastors, volunteers and other professionals in the field of developmental disabilities throughout the world. NCRC holds workshops, responds to telephone inquiries, and offers a wide variety of other programs and services.

http://www.ou.org/ncsy/njcd/default.htm

This is the website for the National Jewish Council for the Disabled, an orthodox organization that maintains a national resource center, a national center for inclusion, and "mainstreamed" and self-contained social and recreational activities.
http://www.joniandfriends.org/

This organization’s mission is to accelerate Christian ministry in the disability community. Its website includes information about the organization and its programs, a geographical directory of churches and organizations with disability ministries, plus a very nicely organized collection of disability links.

http://www.liftdisabilitynetwork.org/

Lift Disability network includes a family network, learning network, and ministry network for the families and providers of individuals with disabilities. Its efforts are combined with the Christian Council on Persons with Disabilities, and they are associated with over 200 organizations across the country. 
http://members.aol.com/jesna/spedcon.htm

This website, for the Consortium of Special Educators in Central Agencies for Jewish Education, offers some resources for Jewish special education. As expressed in its name, the Consortium was developed to strengthen special education through central agencies for Jewish education, and to provide a context in which communities' special educators can build a professional network. 
http://www.friendship.org/

Friendship Ministries is a not-for-profit organization that exists to help churches and organizations around the world share God’s love with people who have cognitive impairments. They provide various materials for churches who want to meet the spiritual needs of people who have cognitive impairments.
http://www.christian-overcomers.org/

The purpose of the Christian Overcomers ministry is to share God's love with physically disabled people. This is done through a holistic approach which addresses the physical, social, and spiritual needs of physically disabled individuals.
http://www.disability99.org/

This is the website of the Episcopal Disability Network. It includes accessibility resources for purchase, Episcopal resources for those who are blind or visually handicapped and a free lending library for the print-handicapped. This library has more than 400 taped books, none of which are duplicates of the Library of Congress program.
http://www.cjsn.org/Home.asp

The Council for Jews with special needs is a non-profit human resources agency, composed of concerned individuals working together to ensure that all Jews have the opportunity to fully participate in the richness of Jewish religious, cultural, and social life. The website includes information about the organization and its services. There are also related articles and links.
www.rrf.org
The Retirement Research Foundation offers grants for making places of worship in the Chicago area more accessible. For more information, visit their website or see “funding” below. 

http://www.elca.org/advocacy/
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Advocacy department gives tips for advocacy in ministry. 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/documents/no_box_to_tick.pdf
“No box to tick” is a booklet for support staff and others who wish to learn more about the spiritual dimensions of the lives of people with learning disabilities.

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/documents/what_is_important_to_you.pdf
“What is important to you” is a booklet for individuals with intellectual disabilities on spirituality and other issues. 
Additional Resource Lists 

Religion and Spirituality division, AAMR resources: 

http://www.aamr.org/Groups/div/RG/resources/resourcesorderform.pdf
AAMR Religion and Spirituality Division Cooperative Resource Exhibit 2006:

http://www.aaiddreligion.org/files/conference/exhibit-listing-2006.pdf
Anabaptist Disabilities Network resources:

http://www.adnetonline.org/.cWeb/Resources/Print
Disabilityresources.org’s list of disability and religion resources:


http://www.disabilityresources.org/RELIGION.html
Website that links to various resources on disability and spirituality:

http://www.faithability.org/
Resources compiled by the Elizbeth M. Boggs Center on Developmental Disabilities:

http://rwjms.umdnj.edu/boggscenter/projects/coalition%20documents/Resources
%20in%20Disability%20and%20Spirituality%20with%20Boggs%20and%20Haw
orth.pdf
Resources compiled by Family Village Worship:


http://www.familyvillage.wisc.edu/worship.htm
Resources on theology and disability, compiled by the Centre for Spirituality, Health, and Disability:


http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/theodisab.shtml 

Resources on disability and Islam, compiled by M. Miles:


http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/documents/ISLAM-DISAB-BibAbdn-070723.pdf
Articles

Bazna, M. S., & Hatab, R. A. (2005). Disability in the Qur’an: The Islamic Alternative to defining, viewing, and relating to disability. Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health, 9 (1), 5-27. 

Beise, A. (2005). A more perfect society: Why I wouldn’t want to live there. Christianity Today, 49 (7), 49. 


Desription: Article written by the parent of a child with an intellectual disability about her experiences.
Boswell, B. B., Knight, S., Hamer, M., & McChesney, J. (2001). Disability and spirituality: a reciprocal relationship with implications for the rehabilitation process. Journal of Rehabilitation. 
Brock, B. (14 May 2006). Psalm 22: Standing by God in His hour of grieving: Living with the disabled and the question of stem cells. 
Byrd, E. K. (1993). A listing of biblical references to healing that may be useful as bibliotherapy to the empowerment of rehabilitation clients. Journal of Rehabilitation, 59 (3), 46-50. 
Byzek, J. (2003). Lesbian gimp Christian. Mouth, 13 (5), 14-16.

Byzek, J. (2003). Freaking the bible. Mouth, 13 (5), 17-20.
Byzek, J. (2000, November/December). Jesus and the paralytic, the blind and the lame: A Sermon. The Ragged Edge.


Description: This article urges Christians to help stop the oppression people with disabilities face. The author gives some examples of inappropriate ways Christians respond to Jesus’ healings in the bible (e.g. pwd are there solely to show Jesus’ glory, if they had the faith of a mustard seed they would be healed) and contrasts them with interpretations from a more disability-friendly stance. 
Chambers, S. (2003). The man upstairs. Mouth, 13 (5), 22-23. 

Chryssavgis, J. (2002). The body of Christ: A place of welcome for people with disabilities. Minneapolis, MN: Light and Life Publishing. 
Description: This booklet is an excellent, clear, and helpful guide to a difficult topic facing many people in families and parishes everywhere. Our ministry to the disabled is an important statement of our calling as members of the Church to care for one another and offer a critical witness as we proclaim the kingdom of God in this world. Blessed by Archbishop Demetrios and endorsed by the Archdiocesan Presbyters Council, it should be read and shared with everyone!
Cochran, E. (2006). The full Imago Dei: The implications of John Wesley's scriptural holiness for conceptions of suffering and disability. Journal of Religion, Disability, & Health, 9 (3).
Description: A desire to eliminate suffering leads many contemporary bioethicists to argue that pregnancy should be terminated when an embryo has been determined to have a genetic condition that could lead to a cognitive disability. This paper demonstrates that the practice of terminating pregnancy in these circumstances is a particular instantiation of the operation of what Michel Foucault has identified as “bio-power,” which works implicitly through practices such as this one to establish a normative vision of the human person and a corresponding definition of “disability.” The operation of biopower undermines this practice's internal goals: Rather than expanding choice and eliminating suffering, this practice increases the suffering and limits the choices of families with disabilities. John Wesley's account of scriptural holiness provides a resource for establishing an understanding of personhood that effectively counters the workings of biopower in decision-making regarding disabilities and prenatal testing, and thereby challenges society's views of “disability.”
Coddington, J. H. (2003). Child of the king. Mouth, 13 (5), 20-21.

Colston, L. G. (1978). Pastoral care with handicapped persons. Philadelphia: Fortress. 

Cooper-Dowda, R. (2003). Please don't cure me, I'm already healed. Mouth, 13 (5), 26-28. 
Merrick, L.H. ed. (1994). And Show Steadfast Love: A theological look at grace, disabilities, and the church. Louisville: Presbyterian Publishing House.  
Curtise, L. (2000). The social and spiritual inclusion of people with learning disabilities: A liberating challenge? Scotland: University of Glasgow.
Description: This paper outlines three theological stances, rooted in the perspective of social justice, that can form the basis of a pastoral praxis which responds to the circumstances of people with learning disabilities. Listening and responding to the marginalization of people with learning disabilities challenges the church to greater wholeness in community and provides a basis for mutual care grounded in interdependence
Davies, M. (2004, August 24). Priest with cerebral palsy speaks out on healing: Nancy Lane affirms a life of prayer and transformation. Episcopal News Service Association. 

Deland, J. S. (1999). Images of God through the lens of disability. Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health, 3 (2), 47-81.
DeVries, D. (1994). Creation, handicapism, and the community of differing abilities. In Rebecca S. Chopp and Mark L. Taylor, eds., Reconstructing Christian Theology, 124-140. Minneapolis: Fortress.  
Eisland, N. (1999). Changing the subject: Toward an interfaith theology of disability. Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health, 3 (1), 55-62. 
Ezeogu, E. M. (2003). ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’: An African theological reading of the man born blind, John 9:1-41. Society of Biblical Literature 2003 Seminar Papers, 1-15. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature.
Fast, M. M. (2004). A liberation theology of disability. M. A. Thesis, Luther Seminary.
Fontaine, C. R. (1996). Disabilities and illness in the bible: A feminist perspective. In Athalya Brenner, ed. Feminist companion to the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, 286-300. Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic.

Gaventa, W. C. (1986). ‘Religious ministries and services with developmental disabilities.’ In Jean Ann Summers, ed., Right to grow up: An introduction to adults with developmental disabilities, 191-226. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes. 

Gaventa, W. (2005). A place for all of me and all of us: Rekindling the spirit in services and supports. Mental Retardation, 43, 48-54. 
Gaventa, W. (2005). End of life, religion, disability, and health: Where all the paths converge. Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 9 (2).
Gaventa, W. & Peters, R. K. (2001). ‘Spirituality and self-actualization: Recognizing spiritual needs and strengths of individuals with cognitive limitations.’ In Alexander J. Tymchuk & Ruth Luckasson, eds. The Forgotten Generation: The status and challenges of adults with mild cognitive limitations, 299-320. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes.   

Gbodossou, E. V. A. (1999). ‘Defining the role of religion and spirituality in the lives of persons with disability in the Fatick, Regio, Senegal, and the Mono region, Benin.’ In Bridgette H. Holzer, Arthur Vreede, and Gabriele Weigt, eds. Disability in different cultures: Reflections on local concepts, 58-76. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.

Goodey, C. F. (2001). From natural disability to the moral man: Calvinism and the history of psychology. History of the Human Sciences, 14 (3), 1-29. 


Description: Some humanist theologians within the French Reformed Church in the 17th century developed the notion that a disability of the intellect could exist in nature independently of any moral defect, freeing its possessors from any obligations of natural law. Sharpened by disputes with the church leadership, this notion began to suggest a species-type classification that threatened to override the importance of the boundary between elect and reprobate in the doctrine of predestination. This classification seems to look forward to the natural history of mind that emerged later in the century.

Goodey, C. F., & Stainton, T. (2001). Intellectual disability and the myth of the changeling myth. Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences, 37 (3), 223-240. 


Description: This article investigates the historical sources for the idea of the changeling or substitute child as an explanation for congenital intellectual disability. Pre-modern sources for this idea are elite and theological as much as popular and folkloric, nor do they refer to intellectual disability in any sense recognizable to us. Rather, both the concept of intellectual disability and the notion of a transhistorical changeling myth emerge from the historical core of modern psychology.
Gray, M. (2002). A spiritual key for autism. Faith at Home.


Description: This article is written by a mother of a child with autism about her child’s spiritual needs.
Eisland, N. L. (2004). Encountering the disabled God. The Bible in Transmission. 
Habel, N. C. (1981). Is Christ disabled? Theological approaches to disability: Four study guides. Chicago: Lutheran Campus Ministry Communications and the Synod of Australia’s International Year of Disabled Persons Committee. 

Hatton, C., Turner, S., Shah, R., Rahim, N., & Stanfield, J. Religious expression,


a fundamental human right: The report of an action research project on meeting the religious needs of people with learning disabilities. The Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities. 
Description: This report describes a two-year action research project running from January 2002 to December 2003, funded by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities. The aim of the project was to work with services to meet the religious needs of adults with learning disabilities, and to discover what worked particularly well.

Hentrich, T. (2003). The ‘lame’ in Lev 21, 17-23 and Sam 5, 6-8. Annual of the Japanese Biblical Institute, 29, 5-30.

Hersh, E. & Hughes, R. (2005). The role of suffering and disability: Evidence from scripture. Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 9 (3), 85-92.


Description: This article has a focus on finding models in Old and New Testament scriptures for those who have disabilities and are experiencing suffering. Habakkuk, David, the apostle Paul, and Jesus are presented as models whose faith perspective carried them through suffering. Possibilities for application in today's world are presented, with one of the authors presenting his personal story. Individuals as well as those who work in a pastoral setting with people with disabilities may find this document to be a resource of hope.
Hinkle, C. (2003). Smart enough for the church? Liberal Protestantism and cognitive disability. Paper presented at the American Academy of Religion.   

Holzer, B. (1999) ‘We don’t need to be cured first in order to live: Self-help in Oaxaca, Mexico. In Bridgette H. Holzer, Arthur Vreede, and Gabriele Weigt, eds. Disability in different cultures: Reflections on local concepts, 58-76. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.

Hull, J. M. (2003). The broken body in a broken world: A contribution to the person from a disabled point of view. Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health, 7 (4), 5-23. 

Joeckel, S. (2006). A Christian approach to disability studies: A prolegomenon. Christian Scholar’s Review, 35 (3), 324-344. 
Jimenez, E. M. (2007). Spiritual care and mental health resources. Chicago Theological Seminary.
Description: This resources provides users with information on Chicago and Hyde Park area accessible churches and clergy, spiritual direction and pastoral counseling resources, and retreat centers. For more information, contact  

Kaye, J., & Raghavan, S. K. (2002). Spirituality in disability and illness. Journal of Religion and Health, 41 (3), 231-242.
Koosed, J. L. (2005). Out of the darkness: Examining the rhetoric of blindness in the gospel of John. Disability Studies Quarterly, 25 (1). 
Lauand, L. J. (2001). Fools in Aquinas's analysis. Quodlibet Online Journal of Christian Theology and Philosophy, 3 (1). 
Leidy, P. (2003). If I were God. Mouth, 13 (5), 24-25.
Levitas, A. S. & Reid, C. S. An angel with Down syndrome in a sixteenth century Flemish Nativity painting. American Journal of Medical Genetics, 126 (2), 220. 


Description: Artistic representation of malformation syndromes has been of ongoing interest, often as a point of departure for discussion of medical history. We have identified a 16th-century Flemish Nativity painting in which one angelic figure appears distinctly different from other individuals in the painting with an appearance of Down syndrome. Several prior observers have identified Down syndrome in premodern art, sometimes stimulating ongoing discussions concerning its history, its prevalence, and its relationship to hypothyroidism. This may be one of the earliest European representations of Down syndrome. The depiction of an individual with Down syndrome as an angel raises several questions regarding the status of such an individual in late medieval times and societal recognition of minor anomalies, as contrasted with major malformations, in their predictive value for disabilities.

Levy, M. (1995). To stand on holy ground: A Jewish spiritual perspective on disability. Rehabilitation Education 9, 163-170.

Lewis, A. (1982). God as cripple: Disability, personhood, and the reign of God. Pacific Theological Review, 16(11), 13-18.

Lifshitz, H. & Glaubman, R. (2000). Religious and secular students’ sense of self-efficacy and attitudes toward inclusion of pupils with intellectual disability and other types of needs. Journal of Intellectual Disability Research, 46 (5), 405-418.

Description: Investigates whether Judaism's positive attitudes toward people with disabilities would influence greater willingness towards inclusion of such people in regular classes and a greater sense of self-efficacy in working with them. Methods The present authors compared religious (n = I75) and secular (n = 420) Jewish students at a teacher's college with regard to these variables. The authors used the Regular Education Initiative questionnaire, which investigates teachers' self-efficacy and attitudes towards including pupils with different types of disabilities in regular education.

Lifshitz, H. & Merrick, J. (2001). Jewish law and the definition of mental retardation: The status of people with intellectual disability within Jewish law in relation to the 1992 AAMR definition of disability. Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 5 (1), 39-51. 
Melchionna, E. M. (2004). Redefining disability through Eucharist: That all must receive. Yale Divinity School; Yale Institute of Sacred Music. 
Miles, M. (2005). Martin Luther and childhood disability in 16th century Germany: What did he write? What did he say?  Journal of Religion, Disability & Health,  5 (4), 5-36.

Description:  Martin Luther's views on disability have been widely misapprehended and caricatured on the basis of a few items in a dubious edition of shorthand notes of conversations. His written and spoken arguments across 30 years (1517-1546) concerned with childbirth and infancy, devils, superstitions, changelings, prodigies, folly, disablement, deafness, participation in Christian sacraments, and exegesis of Biblical texts on disabled people, give a more reliable and interesting guide to his views, in the context of Luther's personal involvement with sickness, disability and practical care. Historically, European social and religious developments contained a broader range of views on disability than is commonly supposed, with some challenges for 21st century thought and practice.
Minton, C. & Dodder, R. (1993). Participation in religious services for people with developmental disabilities. Journal of the American Association on Mental Retardation, 41 (6), 430-439.  

Nabi, Gene. How to lead a special education ministry. Lifeway.com
NCC News (2007). NCC disability committee leads worship at Chicago seminary. Retrieved 9 January 8, 2008 from: http://www.wfn.org/2007/09/msg00236.html.
NOD. That all may worship: An interfaith welcome to people with disabilities. 

Retrieved 9 January 2008 from: http://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Feature.showFeature&FeatureID=99.
Rose, A. (1997) Who causes the blind to see: Disability and quality of religious life. Disability and Society, 12 (3), 395-406.
Swinton, J. (2000). Persons in relation: The care of persons with learning disabilities. Theology Today. 

Swinton, J. (2001). Building a church for strangers. Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 4 (4), 25-63.


Description: The paper focuses on the relationship between the author and a young man who has Down’s syndrome. As the author reflects on his experiences with Stephen, he finds his understanding of theology, church and disabilities transformed. Beginning with the premise that developmental disabilities in all of their different forms are not problems to be solved, but rather authentic ways of being human that need to be understood and respected, the paper challenges the church to be the church in a way that is meaningful and inclusive. 
Swinton, J. (2004). The body of Christ has Down Syndrome: Theological reflections on vulnerability, disability, and graceful communities. The Journal of Pastoral Theology. 

Swinton, J. (2004). Restoring the image: Spirituality, faith, and cognitive disability. Journal of Religion and Health, 36 (1), 21-28.


Description: There is a great deal of theological confusion within the church as to the level of participation people with profound cognitive disabilities should be allowed within the orders of the church. For some, sacramental participation without intellectual comprehension is dishonoring to God, while for others, lack of cognitive ability precludes any kind of meaningful spiritual life. This paper sets out some of the various positions and argues that faith and spirituality are not intellectual concepts, but relational realities. It is only in and through our relationships that any of us can learn anything about the divine. A relational understanding of faith and spirituality as outlined here offers the church the freedom to avoid evaluating a person's spiritual life according to intellectual criteria and to begin to find new ways of preaching the Word to those who have no words.

Vanover, E. N. (2003). Ads for God. Mouth, 13 (5), 12-13. 
Weinberg, N. & Sebian, C. (1980). The Bible and disability. Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin, 23 (4), 273-281. 
Wolfe, K. (1993). The Bible and disabilities: from “healing” to “burning bush”. The Disability Rag, 9.


Journals/Magazines
National Apostolate for Inclusion Ministry Quarterly Publication: Journal of the National Apostolate for Inclusion Ministry.


Description:  This journal is read by people such as family members, religious educators, chaplains, and service providers who are concerned with the spirituality of persons with cognitive disabilities. It offers articles of enrichment, education, and professional development. NAFIM is primarily Roman Catholic, but the Quarterly publishes articles from a variety of Christian perspectives. Categories include special religious education, theology, personal experience, integration, ethics, programs, professional development, research, parent and family concerns. 


Contact: Ray Daull, Editorial Board Chairman, NAFIM Quarterly Publication, PO Box 218, Riverdale, MD 20738-0218. (800) 736-1280.

Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health

Description: Focused towards professionals in religious services and those in secular services to create an inter-disciplinary, interfaith, and multicultural forum. It also aims to focus the attention of traditional academic disciplines within religion, such as ethics, sacred literature, theology, philosophy, and liturgics, on the phenomena of disability and rehabilitation. Has resource sections on books, audio-visuals, technology, and human relationships/sexuality. 
Books
Abrams, J. Z. (1998). Judaism and disability: Portrayals in ancient texts from the Tanach through the Balvi. Washington, D. C.: Gallaudet University Press.


Description: In this book you will find a review of the Tanach, the Mishna and the Talmud as it relates to disability. The author of this book is a female rabbi and founder of Maqom, a school for adult Talmud study in Houston, Texas. It is divided into seven chapters (Introduction, Priestly perfection, Persons with disabilities, symbolism and collective Israel, Disabilities, atonement and individuals, Body, soul and society, Categorization, disabilities and persons with disabilities and finally The river flows on) with the focus to study the way disability affected Cohanim (priests) and their function in the Temple, how persons with disability were used as symbols of collective Israel, how individual life stories sometimes became literally object lessons in theology, how persons with disability were looked upon in Judaism and surrounding cultures and how the person with disability was categorized.
Acheson, J. (1989). Portraits of healing, prayers of wholeness. Notre Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press.

Anderson, W., Gould, T., & Paul, J. (1986). We don't have any here: Planning for ministries with people with disabilities in our communities. Discipleship Resources.


Description: a 40 page book outlining seven possible areas of ministry, an inclusive preschool, and an action/planning process for congregations

Archdiocese of Chicago (1985). Access to the sacraments of initiation and reconciliation for developmentally disabled persons. Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. 

Astor, C. (1985). Who makes people different: Jewish perspectives on the disabled. Ed. Stephen Garfinkel. New York: United Synagogue of America.

Avalos, H., Melcher, S. J., & Schipper, J. (eds.) (2007). This abled body: Rethinking disabilities in biblical studies. Atlanta, GA: Society of Biblical Literature. 


Description: The essays of This Abled Body engage biblical studies in conversation with the wider field of disability studies. They explore the use of the conceptual category disability in biblical and Near Eastern texts and examine how conceptions of disability become a means of narrating, interpreting, and organizing human life. Employing diverse approaches to biblical criticism, scholars explore methodological issues and specific texts related to physical and cognitive disabilities. Responses to the essays by established disability activists and academics working in the social sciences and humanities conclude the volume. 
Bishop, M. E. (1995). Religion and disability: Essays in scripture, theology, and ethics. Lanham, MD: Sheed & Ward. 

Breeding. M., Hood, D.K., & Whitworth, J.  Let all the children come to me: A practical guide for including children with disabilities in your church ministries. Cook Communications Ministries.


Description: This book blends theory and research with practical ideas and strategies for teaching children with special needs and places it in a spiritual and Christ-centered context. Teachers and pastors will find inspiration and information, reminding them that God calls us to include all children, no matter the challenge. In addition, the book includes wonderfully practical elements with many ideas that can be easily integrated into any classroom. 

Carter, Erik. (2007). Including people with disabilities in faith communities: A guide for service providers, families, and congregations. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing. 
Description: This is a practical guide on how to include people with disabilities in religious communities. It addresses how faith communities, service providers, and families can work together to support the full participation of individuals with disabilities in the faith community of their choice. 
Clark, D. C. (2000). Feed all my sheep: A guide and curriculum for adults with developmental disabilities. Cambridge, MA: South End. 

Clifford, S. (1984). Called to belong: Preparing the mentally handicapped person for confirmation. Leigh-on-Sea, UK: Kevin Mahew.
De Jongh, D. (1998). A gift from God: Persons with mental disability in Ovambo. Utrecht, Netherlands: Utrecht Unitwin Network of Southern Africa.
Eisland, N. L. & Saliers, D. E. (1998). Human disability and the service of God. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 
Eisland, N. L. (1994). The disabled God: Toward a liberatory theology of disability. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 

Foley, E., ed. (1994). Developmental disabilities and sacramental access: New paradigms for sacramental encounters. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press.
Fritzon, A. & Kabue, S. (2004). Interpreting disability: A church of all and for all. Geneva: WCC Publications.

Gaventa, W. & Coulter, D. L. (2001). Spirituality and intellectual disability: International perspectives on the effect of culture and religion on healing body, mind, and soul. New York: Haworth Pastoral Press.
Gaventa, W. C. & Abrams, J. Z. (2007). Jewish perspectives on theology and the human experience of disability. New York: Haworth Press. 

Govig, S. D. (1989). Strong at the broken places: persons with disabilities and the church. Westminster John Knox.

Description: When linked to biblical teachings, understanding disability offers congregations and society the pathway to hope and change. Stewart Govig, himself disabled, provides a practical resource that enables congregational communities to achieve a balance of realism and hope in responding to the needs of all of its members. He examines the attitudinal barriers thrust upon persons with disabilities and investigates the biblical resources for overcoming these barriers. He advocates an understanding of the Christian community that removes social stigma. 
Hardesty, N. A. (2003). Faith cure: Divine healing in the holiness of Pentacostal movements. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson. 


Description: As Holiness denominations began to emerge out of Methodism and other denominations, they were characterized by three distinctive teachings: sanctification, divine healing, and dispensational views of the second coming. This book will look at the second element: the roots of divine healing teaching, its results, its practitioners, its cultural milieu, its biblical and theological foundations, and its relevance today. In general, in this period Holiness and Pentecostal leaders offered healing as an experience and expectation within the community of faith and did not see themselves in any way as dispensers of healing. Their teaching and practice has persisted in many churches today. Hardesty focuses on the period from roughly 1870 to 1920, and in the last chapters, discusses spiritual healing and its connection with the broader cultural search for alternative medicines.

Harrington, M. T. (1992). A place for all: Mental retardation, catechesis, and liturgy. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press. 

Hollins, S. & Grimer, M. (1988). Going somewhere: People with mental handicaps and their pastoral care. London: SPCK.

Hauerwas, S., ed. (1982). Responsibility for devalued persons: Ethical interactions between society, the family, and the retarded. Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas.

Isanon, Abe. (2001). Spirituality and the autism spectrum: Of falling sparrows. Philadelphia, PA: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.

Description: Defining spirituality as 'the spirit with which we confront concrete reality,' this is the first book to focus on the spirituality of people with autism spectrum disorders. Drawing on verbal and non-verbal narratives, Abe Isanon explores the individual's struggle to come to terms with his or her humanity. He looks at the spirituality of those who can neither reflect upon, nor express, their own life experiences, and how this affects both them and their carers. This thought-provoking book will inspire all those who live and work with autism to strive towards a better understanding of its spiritual nature.
Kydd, R. A. N. (1999). Healing through the centuries: Models for understanding. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson.
Lay, G. (1998). Seeking signs and missing wonders: Disability and the church’s healing ministry. Crowborough, U.K.: Monarch. 

Medina, K. (2006). Finding God in autism: A 40 day devotional for parents of autistic children. Mustang, OK: Tate Publishing. 


Description: This devotional book provides scriptures to restore hope, strengthen faith, and show you that God has a plan for your child's life. Scriptures to promise that God is listening to your every prayer, that He is watching the work and efforts being done on behalf of your children. 
Molsberry, R. F. (2004). Blindsided by grace: Entering the world of disability. Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Fortress Publishers.


Description: An active pastor, husband, father, and triathlete, Bob Molsberry was nearly killed in 1997 in a hit and run accident on a rural highway. After a long period of recovery and rehabilitation, he is a paraplegic who has remained active in family, ministry, and athletics. This book reflects on his experience of disability not as a medical condition in search of a cure, nor as a tragedy to be pitied, but as a cross-cultural adventure similar to learning to live in a foreign country. Molsberry also offers biblical and theological reflection that confronts the Bible's perspectives on disability--that it is a matter of heroic suffering or miraculous cure, and often interpreted as a consequence of sin.

Newman, B. J. (2006). Autism and your church. Grand Rapids, MI: Faith Alive Christian Resource & Friendship Ministries. 

Nouwen, H. J. (1997). Adam: God’s beloved. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books. 


Description: Henri Nouwen completed Adam: God's Beloved just weeks before his death in 1996. It is a personal memoir about his friendship with Adam, a severely handicapped man he knew at the L'Arche Daybreak Community in Canada. Although Adam could not speak and was wracked with violent seizures, Nouwen called Adam "my friend, my teacher, and my guide," and credited Adam with renewing his faith in a particularly dark period of life. 

Pierson, J., Tucker-Jones, L., & Verbal, P. (2003). Special needs, special ministry. Loveland, CO: Group Publishing. 

Description: This book is a practical, real-world guide to help you learn from the successes and failures of churches with special-needs programs; launch or further develop a special-needs ministry; and gain insight from experts in the field.

Rapada, A. (2007).The special needs ministry handbook: A church’s guide to including children with disabilities and their families. Booksurge Publishing. 


Description: This book is a resource for churches to learn how to start a special needs ministry, use inclusion models, involve volunteers and church leaders, choose and adapt a curriculum for students with special needs, involve students with special needs in the learning process, create a successful experience for students with special needs, meet the challenge of behavior in students with special needs, and stay connected with the special needs family. It includes 30+ weeks of conceptual lessons for students with special needs, and organizational forms for your special needs ministry. 
Ring, D. (1996). Just as I am. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. 


Link: David Ring was born with cerebral palsy, being passed from family member to family member after his mother dies while he was a teen, the youngest of 8 children in an impoverished family. Learn how he came to Jesus, and lives his life every day working to spread the Gospel.
Rothschild, J. (2002). Lessons I learned in the dark. Portland, OR: Multnomah Books. 


Description: At the age of fifteen, Jennifer Rothschild confronted two unshakable realities: Blindness is inevitable ... and God is enough. Now this popular author, speaker, and recording artist offer poignant lessons that illuminate a path to freedom and fulfillment. With warmth, humor, and insight, Jennifer shares the guiding principles she walks by -- and shows you how to walk forward by faith into God's marvelous light.
Smith, C. R. (2004.) The physician examines the bible. Whitefish, MT: Kessinger Publishing.


Description: The physician examines the Bible as to etiology, diagnosis and prognosis. Medical subjects in the Old and New Testaments and Apocrypha are presented and compared with present day practices. Dr. C. Raimer Smith, now a physician in general practice, was for several years a specialist in pathology and clinical laboratory science. 

Steere, C. (2005). Too wise to be mistaken, too good to be unkind: Christian parents contend with autism. Grace & Truth Books. 
Stillman, W. (2006). Autism and the God connection. Naperville, IL: Sourcebooks, Inc.


Description: This book invokes a cosmic cornucopia of ghosts, spirits, angels, miracles and past lives to make the case that "the seemingly sudden and mysterious surge of children identified with autism ...is our Creator's purposeful plan to refocus us on the importance of reverence for all of humanity." Tales of telepathy, direct communication with animals, spirit interaction, mind reading and previous lives abound. This barrage of hokum distracts from the touching stories of connecting with autistic people, and though he writes gently, Stillman, who has Asperger's Syndrome, mixes unsettling and unbelievable stories with summaries of scientific research and clinical studies. 
Swinton, J. (2005). Critical reflections of Stanley Hauerwas' theology of disability: disabling society, enabling theology. Birminghamton, NY: Haworth Press.


Description: Swinton outlines some central aspects of Hauerwas’ theology and ethics that relate to the papers in this volume. He clarifies the type of disability that Hauerwas addresses in these papers and draws out the social and political dimensions of Hauerwas’ critique. 

Tada, J. E. (1993). All God’s children: Ministry with disabled persons. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 


Description: This is a handbook for pastors, elders, ministry leaders, and lay people who want to minister to people with disabilities. This edition is extensively revised, especially the chapters on hearing-impaired persons and on getting a disability ministry started. The resource lists have been expanded and brought up to date.
Vanier, J. (1992). From brokenness to community. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press.


Description: The text in this book originated as two lectures given by Jean Vanier at Harvard University in 1988. He speaks eloquently of the lessons he has learned from the disabled adults he serves at his community in France and at other houses. He speaks of the power of belonging and how it satisfies the deepest needs in people.
Webb-Mitchell, B. (1997). Dancing with disabilities: Opening the church to all God’s children. Cleveland, OH: United Church Publishing. 

Young, F. M. (1997). Encounter with mystery: Reflection on L’Arche and living with disability. London: Dartmon, Longman, & Todd. 

Yong, A. (2007). Theology and down syndrome: reimagining disability in late modernity. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press. 


Description: This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the philosophical issues surrounding Down syndrome. It also draws on an account of the Holy Spirit, to help us better appreciate how focusing on disability makes us re-think fundamental theological categories- a careful and systematic theological analysis.
Multimedia
Hauerwas, S.- Audio file

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/events/2-FH.mp3
Menonite Central Committee. (2005). Can’t, Not, Won’t: A Christian response to fetal alcohol syndrome disorder [Motion picture].  

Description: The compelling stories and insights in Can't, Not Won't offer congregations the tools to learn about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). Two families share their stories in the hope that they will help congregations in their effort to understand and include families living with FASD
Palmer, P. (1986). Merging two worlds: Welcoming the stranger with a developmental 
disability [Motion picture]. Rochester, NY. 


Description: Keynote presentation by Parker Palmer at 1986 conference in Rochester, New York, exploring the spiritual foundations of hospitality to the stranger, and the unique ways that “strangers with developmental disabilities” challenge illusions about life, faith, ourselves, and God. 1 Hour.
Trachtman, I. (Producer/Director). (2007). Praying with Lior [Motion picture]. United States: Ruby Pictures, Inc.

Description: Praying with Lior introduces Lior Liebling, also called "the little rebbe." Lior has Down syndrome, and has spent his entire life praying with utter abandon. Is he a "spiritual genius" as many around him say? Or simply the vessel that contains everyone’s unfulfilled wishes and expectations? While everyone agrees Lior is closer to God, he’s also a burden, a best friend, an inspiration, and an embarrassment, depending on which family member is speaking. As Lior approaches Bar Mitzvah, the Jewish coming-of-age ceremony, different characters provide a window into life spent "praying with Lior." 
Vanier, J.- Audio file.


http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/events/1-FH.mp3
Vanier, J. & Hauerwas, S.- Audio file.


http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/events/3-FH.mp3
Vogelzang, A. (2001). Liturgical celebration with people with severe mental disability: Giving the gospel hands and feet. [Motion Picture]. 


Description: 20 minute video and tape from Dr. Anja Vogelzang, a chaplain at a residential facility in the Netherlands, featuring their format for a multi-sensory service for people with multiple disabilities. Originally presented at the 2001 IASSID Conference in Seattle.
Wisconsin Council on Developmental Disabilities. (2002). Believing, Belonging, Becoming [Motion picture]. 


Description: This 11-minute video highlights the stories of four people who have been meaningfully included in the life of their faith communities. See how faith communities have formed worship support circles, fostered one-to-one relationships, and committed resources to promote inclusion. Video includes brief discussion guide. This is a great resource to use with adult education classes, or to share with various committees looking for ways to promote more welcoming faith communities 


Funding

The Retirement Research Foundation announces continuation of funding through its

Accessible Faith Grant Program to enable Chicago area houses of worship to make their facilities more accessible. With such improvements, older adults and people with disabilities may be able to participate more fully in the programs, services, and activities of the facilities. Houses of worship in Cook, lake, or DuPage County in Illinois are eligible to apply for a grant. 

Grants may be awarded for up to 50% of a project’s total cost, for a maximum of $30,000

Houses of worship may use an Accessible Faith Grant for:

· Design and construction of accessibility improvements such as elevators, platform lifts, permanent ramps, or restroom renovations

· Purchase and installation of program-related equipment such as assistive listening systems.

Deadlines for applying are April 11, 2008 and June 27, 2008. Grant award notification will be approximately five months after each deadline with funding available one month after notification.

The full description of the program, application form, tips for completing the application, and additional flyers are available on the foundation’s website (www.rrf.org), or by contacting the Retirement Research Foundation, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Suite 430, Chicago, IL 60631, phone 773-714-8080.
